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'^ When Spring appears, when violets blow, 
And shed a rich perfume ; 
How soon the fragrance breathes its last ! 
How short liv'd is the bloom ! 

Fresh in the mom, the Summer Rose 
Hangs withering ere 'tis noon; 

We scarce enjoy the balmy gift. 
But mourn the pleasure gone.^ 
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CHAP. I. 



The atcbicvements of art may amuse. 

May even our wonder excite. 
But groves,luIla, and rallies, diffuse 

A lasting, a sacred delight. 

Cow FEB. 

VV HiLST the peasants wlio inhabited 
the domains of Leslie Castle, and the 
surrounding country, were enjoying 
their repose in silent slumbers, the in- 




habitants of the castle haJ changed that 
aituation, an floon as the bright rays of 
Phcebtia began to make tl)eir appear- 
ance over the skirts of ficneagcn, atid 
selected in its stead one of a more glo- 
rious and magnificent structure. 

AH was gay, serene, and calm : to 
the beauties of the morning were also 
added the melodious notes of tlie black- 
bird, which was chaunting his musical 
lay, on purpose, as it were, to invite the 
peasant to his toil, and the mechanic 
again to resume his occupation. 



The inhabitants of Leslie Castle had, 
on the preceding evening, been rather 
Iftter of retiring to rest than usDa), ofr- 
ittg to the Celebration that attended the 
anniversary of tlio CountefiH's birth>d&y; 
k hut no sooner had the harmonious Urtr 




,^ her peaceful abode during the sHent 
' hours of midiitglit, snd mounted on 
high hi order to enter on her morning 
fong, than the Countess^ CJarinda, Fre- 
derick, and Isabella, liastened towards 
the Spey, there to regale themselves in 
the refreshing breezes attendant on thaL 
■ rapid stream. 'H 

H While the Countess and Clarinda 
H'WM% contemplating tlie beauties of the 
" morning, and expatiating on the inou- 
memble varieties the works of nature 
presented, Frederick and Isabella had 
seated themselves on a Bmall terrace, 
under a majestic oak, on a motion made 
by Isabella to that intent. 



" Dearest Frederick,'* said Isabel 
' it is with the deepest heartfelt concern 
ihat I communicate my idc; 
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respectiog the melancholy I perceive 
ttill to cloud the countenance of Cla» 
rinda« Do you not every day perceive 
it increaiet aud how eager she seems to 
conceal the cause from whence it 
arises V* 

<< I thought/' said Frederick, that this 
melancholy had been owing to the ab- 
sence of my father, and the great re- 
gard she has for his safety i but now, 
when we have received intelligence 
that he has left the camp, and is on his 
way to the castle, and enjoying the bles- 
sing of health, I have thought that, had 
this been the spring from whence it 
originated, such welcome tidings would 
have at least alleviated, if not entirely 
expelled, all such pensive thoughts/' 

• 

" I find then/' said Isabella, ** that 




yba are, or seemingly keep yourself id 
ignorance with regard to the origin of 
'her melancholy. Have you not, dearest 
Frederick, fornned any idea respecting 
the cause of this vexation in her mind?" 

" Isabella," said he, " it ia in reality 
past my understanding to comprehend 
ivhat is the cause of thia gloomy, pen- 
$ive, and discontented temper." 

' '• Upon your promising secrecy," 
sumed Isabella, " 1 aliall become yorf 
csplicator on this occasion. Do ya 
not remember," continued she, 
obtaining a promise of secrecy, " tlia 
on the morning previous to the depai 
ture of my father, our visitor, Capta 
Macgrigor accompanied us at ou^ 
morning walk, and, when sitting on the 
rugged rocks of Craig Ellachie, con* 
B 3 
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templating ihe rapidity of the Spey, 
how he and Clarinda withdrew together 
to some distance ? But 1 kept A watch- 
ful eye upon their conduct, and in the 
interim, when you left me on purpose 
to look after your faithful mastiff, I pro- 
ceeded cautiously towards a clifi'of the 
rock under which they were seated. I 
then ohaerved Clarinda effusing a floof! 
of tears; upon which Macgrigor clasped 
her to his bosom, and exclaimed, ' Cla- 
rinda ! Clarinda ! will yon, in spite of 
all my efforts, put an end to your exis- 
tence by excessive grief!' ' My nppre- 
hensions arise,' replied Clarinda, almost 
suffocated with tears, ' from the great 
zeal that, too well I know, reigns in your 
bosom, for gaining honour in the field/ 
' Clarinda,' said Macgrigor, ' our coun- 
try at this momentous period requires 
all the exertions which every individui 



make ; yet, when I ] 
bttle, the thoughts of my Clarindawill 
I reign uppermost in my bosom, and 
bcso thouglits will prove as a ahield in 
he hour of clanger. But I hope that 
I'peace shall soon be restored to this our 
native country — then shall I return to 
> my Clarinda to my boaom — then 
iball I hear your noble father's deter* 
'mination — then shall his authoritative 
answer fix my happiness or misery in 
this world for ever!' 



' My father,' said Clarinda, ■ la mi 
1 his temper, yet arbitrary in his del 
ninations; but in our Almighty Creql 
Ve lihall place our confidence, in hinT 
Ive shall repose our trust, and to Iiim we 
jray that my father's 
|trove consistent with the \ 

I have this day made. But,' ooa 
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nued she, ' we must go in quest of Frt 
derick and Isabella, lest they should 
return ; and ifthey arrive at the castle 
unaccompanied by us, our absence to- 
gether might create suspicion ; and if 
the Earl gives a sudden negative to 
Buch proceedings, it may prove irrevoc- 
able.' — I then," still continued Isabella, 
" approached nearer the place where 
they were concealed ; and I easily as- 
certained that they were both anxious 
to recover their usual serenity, that, 
(as they thought), the subject of their 
conversation might remain unknown to 
me. I then enquired if tliey thought 
proper that we should set out for the 
castle, as, according to my calculation, 
the whole of our time would be requi- 
site tor the accomplishment of our walk 
homewards, previous to the hour of 
breakfast. Clariuda answered, with 



• that ah"^^| 
d so 
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niifch seeming composure, 
had thought ilie song of a small bird so 
charming and pleasant, which fixed c 
an opposite precipice as a proper sta|| 
for exerting its musical powers, 
that she had paid so much attention to 
its melodious notes as they were re- 
echoed among the rocks, that the houlj 
of the morning liad passed so qui 
away, as it was scarcely in her pow 
to believe but that she had fallen a vic- 
tim, at least one half of the morning, to 
the god of sleep.' Thus she spoke, 
with so much affected plausibility in her 
expressions, that Captain Macgn'gor 
accompanied the end of the harangue 
with an affected smile. They then," 
continued Isabella, " with the greatest 
anxiety, inquired what was become of 
you. 1 informed them that you had 
abaodoned my company a few minutes 

35 
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agOf in pursuit of Neptune your trusty 
mastiff. We immediately commenced 
our walk towards the castle. However^ 
we had only advanced a short distance^ 
until you added another to the proces- 
sion; but every countenance was graceiA 
with so much composure, that I knew 
it was impossible for you to form any 
intellective notion with regard to what 
passed among the rocks. I therefore 
buried in my bosom thiii basely acquired 
secret, and now, for the first time, have 
I revealed it. But, Frederick,'' said 
she; ^* I perceive my mother and Cla* 
rinda hastening towards us with all pos- 
sible speed ; we, for the present, shall 
therefore change the subject of our dis- 
course, and let what has passed remain 
dormant, untiL a more convenient pe- 
riod present itself for further commu- 
tticatioQ." 



IS 



CHAP. II. 

In yond^ oQtlage^ on tb« desert pl«in> 
Wliere melancboly holds her gloomy reign^ 
Where misery lies pinuig on the floor. 
And penury sits trembling at the door, 
A wtfeuAied fm-mlj reqid^tj whose lok of WQ« 
Must make the tears of {dty fireely flow. 
In mournful shades surrounding objects lie, 
That wound the heart, and touch the pasdng eye. 



Next iporningf Frederick and Isk^ 
bella bent their 3tep$, as u$ual| towards 
the verge of the Spey. Me^tntime tha 
Countess and Clarinda were upon a visit 
through the families that inhabited the 
domains of the casUe^ in case that want 

prevailed in any of their babi 

b6 
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for such was no sooner made know 
the Countess, than, with liberal hand, 
she reheved their necessities. 



I 

I 



The first family they visited wi 
widow and three children. The mother 
was busy in preparing some frugal home- 
spun dress for winter wear ; whilst the 
two young girls, Janet and Jane, were 
anxious to excel each other in the ac- 
complishment of the respective portion 
of work allotted for each to perform, 
before the hour of breakfast ; and 
James, a young boy about eight years 
of age, was keeping together a few 
lambs on a small space of ground al 
lotted for that purpose. 



They were not apprised of their 
tors until they entered their smaW, 
though cleanly, cottage. The Countess 



4 
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wished them a good morniog, and re- 
marked how pleasing it was to see them 
so busily employed in their respective 
occupations ; and inquired if they had 
enjoyed the blessing of health, that 
precious gift of heaven, during the pe» 
riod that had expired since her last 
visit. 

Janet answered in the affirmative; 
and added, that she was under obliga*' 
tions, (which she could never repay), 
to her ladyship, for her generosity in 
sending the present of wool, which, she 
said, they were busy in preparing fof 
their winter clothing. ' 

To this the Countess replied, <* that 
she was more than repaid by the hap« 
piness she felt, at having been the in- 
strument of affording occupation^ to 




those whom she always observed uaing , 
their utmost efibrts in their dilly^g 
ployment." 

Clarinda then divided betwixt the 
girls some presents that she had brought 
from the castle for that purpose: nei- 
ther was James on this occasion forgot^ 
for the Countess presented him with a 
new handkerchief, of which beseemed 
excessively fond ; then, after pre- 
senting Janet with a small sum of mo- 
ney, they took their leave. 



tta^H 



Their next visit was to a cottaj 
some distance ; but here they uncoun* 
tered (jiiite a different scene. The head 
of tJie family was confined to his bed 
by excQSsive sickness; and Helen, his 
spouse, had onlyclianged that situation 
on tlic preceding week, after a long 




tedious confiuement. Here tli| 

nder.bearteJ Clarinda found amp] 

eld to expatiate on. The lustre | 

her fine blue eyes was increased by ttM 

tears which flowed copiously in com 

Uniseration of the afHIction with x 

s little group was visited. Had tli« 

«D at her disposal, her sympathisioj 

lenrt would have bestowed the who! 

r her father's domains, could they h 

(Stored the blessings of health to tbJ 

lieasant and his family. 



-After endeavouring, in Gotne degree, 
to alleviate the sufferings of this afflic^ 
ted family, they paid visits to varioHl 
other destitute families in the course o 
the morning; But, as few people find 
pleasure in the contemplation of misery, 
we shall pa»s them over, and direct ou 
attention to the youthful pair, who ha 



20 

ftgain chosen the same august and ele« 
vated oak which they had selected to 
witness their secret conversation pn^ the 
preceding morning. 

** The arrival of our mother and Ga- 

# 

rinda yesterday morning/' said Frede* 
rick, ** disappointed me in enquiring 
if you ever had communicated to Ga« 
rinda, that you had thus obtained the 
secret of her passion for Captain Mac* 
grigor." 

** I never have/' said Isabella, " but 
I have several times mentioned hii 
name in her presence ; and when I be« 
gan to comment on his good qualifica* 
tions, the gracefulness of his mien, hit 
dark blue eyes, and his auburn hair, to- 
gether with the many bold atchieve- 
ments I have witnessed him perform 



it 

during his stay at the castle, inroedi^ 
ately in her countenance you might J 
have traced varieties of colour, from the ] 
purest white to the darkest crimsonr 
Then she would appear as it" lost in | 
deep meditation ; and I sometimes hatb I 
the rudeness to enquire what was the ' 
occasion of this turbulent confusion, 
but she either retired abruptly, or an- 
swered me by monosyllables. When I j 
came to understand that such discourael 
occasioned so great commotion in her i 
mind, I always paid particular atten- 
tion that his name should he mentioned 
in her presence as seldom as possible." 



" Do you imagine that the Countess,'* 
said Frederick, " has any idea of this 
affair ; or if the Earl had any suspicion^ 
of such a procedure previous to 
departure ?'' 



<< With regard to the Coutitossr re« 
piled l8abetla» ^ I am certain ehe bae 
BO knowledge of Claiioda's regard for 
Macgrigor) neilher do I suspect the 
Earl to have fonpded any opinion of 
aiKshf previoua to hii departure ) but I 
am afraid he has by some means found 
anch to be the oaeet during his stay at 
the oarnp.''*^ 

^^ Pray» dear itstert^' interrupted Fre« 
dericki ^^ inform me upon wluit foun# 
dation your apprehensbne rest, with 
regard to his knowledge of this familiar 
interooursoy when you say it was un« 
known to him at his departure for the 
camp/ 

«* They are only grounded on mere 
supposition^'' replied Isabella^ << yet 
their veracityp I am sorry to sayt it 




Bcantiy doubtful ; for, in tfae Sn^ let- 
ter we received from my father after 
his departure, Captain Macgrigor was 
frequently mentioned; but scarce ■ 
single week liad passed, when my mother 
leived notice, that it was the Earl's 
nilive command to intercept every 
icket she might suspect was from the 
kmp to Clarinda, I perused every 
Kcessive letter that was written aAer 
lese strict injunctions with particular 
£Dtion, but not a seutence was insert 
I relative to the welfare of Macgri- 



' Does Clarinda know," said Frede. 
'■ that my father has sent thil 
sitive order to the castle ?" 

■ No,'* answered Isabella, " owii^ 
' her absence on a visit at the tiin 
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this command arrived» the Countess 
retained it as a secret from her^ and 
every, individual at the castle, myself 
excepted." 

<* What idea,'' rejoined Frederick, 
« has my mother formed, in conse- 
quence of this mysterious procedure?" 

<^ She informed me,v answered Isa- 
bellai *< that she was utterly devoid <^ 
sentiments to expound what could be 
the Earl's reason for acting thus ; 
for I am certain she never suspected 
that any affection subsisted betwixt the 
Captain and Clarinda. But now, dear 
brother," continued she, " the time of 
my father's arrival is not &r distant; 
then shall my mother come to the know- 
ledge of this (to her) mysterious melan- 
choly ; and Clarinda wiU^ for the first 



as 

time, have occasion to say that she 
greeted her father with aa affected wel- 
come. 

*' My father,'' said Frederick, " may 
prove rigorous for some time ; but no 
sooner will he ascertain that Clarinda'a 
happiness depends upon his consenting 
to adopt Macgrigor as his son-in-law, 
than his heart will relent, and he will 
use every exertion in order to restore 
felicity to her bosom. But how can the 
Countess remain so long in ignorance 
of Macgrigor being Clarinda's admirer? 
Does she not learn by the contents of 
her obstructed letters" — 

" Frederick," interrupted Isabella, 
" do you imagine my mother would 
condescend to debase her honour, by 
performing such a paltry and ignoble 



86 

metiob? Nol Sikchway^ lamceitms 
she utMrty itb^miiMtefk ClstritiAa^iet 
ters still remain in my mother's cabi* 
net, equally safe and uninjured as they 
wette ^t 1^ tiim of <lli«ir aitrr^L Bat I 
am Irfhtid the morning is far ^etO^ ttt 
116 thet^or^ pf ooe^ towards tht CMtte) 
perba{» ^y ^sidirtimoe way proi^ w*- 
q%ilsit(8 in forwarding 4b6 necesftary pi^ 
patiatt&n^, previotiii t6.Chd«a«tiv<al*of vny 
fethcr/» 



CHAP. HI. 

Then each at once his fawlchion drew, 
Each on the gromifl hi.s scabbard threw ; 
Sach looU'dto stiDj and stream, aiid ]ikin. 
As what they nc'tr imght see again : 
Tlien thol, and point, and eye oppoa'd, 
In dubious strife they dxrbly clos'd. 

SCOTI 



Not far distant from the Earl's sta* 
tion at the camp, Hved a Very intimatft 
acquaintance of Captain Macgrigot''s : 
he consequently paid him several visits 
during the campaign, notwithstanding 
their controversial ideas with regard t<* 
the present state of political transac- 
tions. 



S8 

During one of Macgrigor'B excor- 
Bions hither, he had the misfortune to 
lose a billet he had dictated that morn- 
ing to Clarinda. It was not until after 
his return to the camp, tbat he c^me to 
the knowledge of this unlucky mis- 
fortune i but his vexations were doubly 
increased, when it occurred to his re> 
niembrance,that on his return he was in- 
terrogated by one of the Earl's vassal* 
if he had lost any thing during the 
course of his walk ? To this he too 
readily answered in the negative. He, 
therefore, instantly went tn quest of 
the person, and informed him that he 
had lost a small billet, and enquired if 
such was in his possession ; he also 
promised, that, on the reatoratioo of 
it, he should be handsomely rewarded* 
To his great alHiction, the domestic 



informed him, that he had delivered t 
to the Earl, suspecting him (the Earrj 
to be the lawful owner. 

At this declaration, the Captain \ 
almost bordering on distraction, not i 
the least doubting but that the Eai 
would instantly deny him all commu- 
nication with Clarinda. However, he 
resolved to learn the Earl's determina^ 
tion, and from that moment he 
all anxiety until an audience with hiig 
might occur. 

He had on every previous evenin] 
since his arrival at the camp been i 
Tited by the Earl to favour him with 
fats company, but he had no hopes of 
being ever favoured afterwards 
that mark of preferment : but in 
supposition he was mistaken, for, to i 



groat 38tontshmcnt, he received an ht- 
vitation from the Karl, an usual, re- 
questing the favour of his compEiny 
that evening. He attended precisely 
St the appointed time ; but, instead of 
meeting the Captain with frowns in hn 
countenance, nothing could be traced 
in the Earl's features but civility and 
condescension. In the course of th* 
evening, the Earl introduced the Ut- 
ter, intimating, that he understooii: by 
the contents he was the author of it. 

Macgrigor was quite confounded, 
and could not, for a considerable time, 
utter one single sentence. After he 
30 far recovered as to recollect what 
had passed, he instantly threw himself 
at the feet of the tWl, and intreated 
forgiveness for his presumption, in 
first creating and attecwardB cherishing 
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the tender ai^tion that substkited 
between him mA his^ daughter. 

Thet Earl' desired him to compose 
himself and* again pesume his seat) 
which* be di^ afceordiogly. He wae^ 
then candidly informed by the £arl» 
that, according to his own request^ he 
should forgive the injury, biit upon no 
other terms than Macgrigor pledging 
his honour that he would, for the fu^ 
ture, relinquish all communication 
with Glarindia; 

Macgrigor called heaven to witness, 
that without Clarinda^ he would be 
mis^able for ever; and very ingenu* 
oiisly informed the Earl of his cer- 
tainty that Glarinda's happiness, as well 
^ his^ depended' upon their union^ 

c 2 
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On ] 



I openly < 



nfess Em 



I hearing 

design uf still cherishing his passion 
for Clarinda, tlie Earl's anger was in> 
flamed, and he commanded Macgrigor 
instantly to depart from his presence) 
and informed him that he, from that 
moment, might regard him as his mos^ 
inflexible enemy, 



rl to I 



Macgrigor used all the persuasiOb 
in his power, entreating the Earl 
revoke his command ; but he was ob- 
stinate, and again ordered him to de* 
part from his presence. 



vith his I 



Macgrigor still insisted on his J 
ship's consenting to his union with his 
daughter ; and again throwing himself 
prostrate at his feet, he declared that 
there be would remain until he 
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should consent to what he so earnestly 
solicited. 

On hearing this, the impetuosity of 
the Earl became unbounded ; and, in 
the heat of his passion, he challenged 
the Captain to single combat 

Macgrigor replied, that to fight 
with, or injure the parent of Clarinda, 
was what he hoped he never would be 
led to attempt. 

'* I shall instantly repair to the 
avenue,^' said the Earl, *^ that is si« 
tuated in the southern extremity of 
yonder wood : there I hope to meet 
with you^ and be revenged on you for 
the injury you have dared to offer 
to my daughter. If you fail to meet 
me/^ continued be, <^ I shall regard 

C 3 




you as a coward, and not a 
soldier." 



Bl^H 



There was no alternative left for 
Macgrigor (consiritent with the honour 
of hts profession) but to hasten to- 
wards the place appointed. When be 
arrived, he found the Eail there, and 
ad anxiety for the decisive moment. 
Previous to the commencement of this 
hostile engagement, the Earl offered 
Macgrigor the choice of his armi* 
which he reluctantly accepted : each 
wwt then to his station— the Earl in- 
Btigated by all the ferocity peculiar to 
an injured nobleman, and Macgri^r 
labouring under the deepest sorrow of 
heart. " What!" thought he, " fight 
with Clarinda's father I Good heavens! 
what can be done." He then threw 
down his arms, went up to the Earl, 



g 
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« 

and earnestly entreated him to place 
any other person as his antagoniiit: 
** then/' said he. " I will fight, and 
most willingly venture my life ; but to 
injure you, or receive death from your 
hands, I hope I never will/' 

** No fawning/' exclaimed the £arl» 
thou servile wretch ; for I am deter- 
mined, that I, and I alone, shall b^ 
the avenger of this atrocious crime.'' 
Macgrigor then, with a trembling 
band, lifted his faulchion to finish the 
momentous combat. But, aks ! to big 
great vexation, he wounded the Bad, 
im4f as he thought, mortally : be was 
himself severely wounded, but the mis*- 
fortune that befel the Earl rendered 
him, for a considerable time, insensible 
to bis own wound. As soon as bis 

c 4 



Lordship haJ a little recovered, 
with Macgrigor's assistance, returned, 
to his tent, which Ite no sooner hs(L 
entered than medical aid was, at the 
Captain's request, ordered to be pro- 
cured : this was scarcely obtained 
when Macgrigor left the tent, deter- 
mined never more to appear in his 
presence. He, therefore, left the 
camp on purpose to go — but where, he 
knew not. After wandering for a 
considerable time, he came to the mar- 
gin of a preci])ice, and under the 
shade of a lofty pine that was Bxed on 
the top of this massive rock he deter- 
mined to take refuge during the dark- 
ness of night. After ruminating upon 
the unUicky circumstance that had oc- 
casioned this animosity betwixt him 
and the Barl, and the thoughts of 
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never enjoying the beautiful Clarinda^ 
he became ouite pensive, and formed 
a project in his mind that he should 
spend the remainder of his life in 
seclusion. 



C5 



so 



CHAP. IV. 



Scar'd from the corn^ and now to some 
Leoe seat retir'd. 

TUOMSOV. 



The broken slumbers which he en* 
joyed during the night were inters 
rupted by terrific dreams ; but as soon 
as the rays of the sun became peroep- 
tiblet he arose from his bed of tur^ 
which had no other covering than the 
lofty pine and canopy of heavent and 
went to explore the surrounding precis 
pice, in hopes of finding a recess fax 
his future retirement. When traversi* 
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ing a winding clitf, he espied a si 
aperture, scarcely large enough to ad- 
mit the human body ; but, after he got 
into the interior, it proved to be a large 
apartment, 

" Dug by no inorUl hand. 






" Here !" exclaimed MacgrigoTi 
" here let me live ! here let me die ! 
and in this tomb let my remains rest ! 
Even here, in this solitary place, how 
happily could I exist, were 1 but blwt 
with the smiles of my adorable anj 



m 

le be- I 



During this day, on which he be- 
came a recluse, his thoughts were in- 
tently fixed on the Earl, as he judged 
it impossible but that he had, ere that 
time, paid the last debt of nature. In 
consequence of this, he resolved to go 
to a village, situated a few miles diatanftr ] 
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there procure a disgui 
design he immediately put in 
fion, and got himself equipped in sucH 
I manner, that it would have been be- 
yond the power of his most intimate 
■Acquaintances to have recognized the 
features of Captain Macgi-igor. He 
then proceeded towards the camp, on 
purpose to learn such tidings as might 
satisfy his mind relative to the Earl's 
convalescence or demise, the latter of 
vbicb be rather suspected. 



When he was approaching the cam] 
iie perceived, at some distance, the 
very individual that had delivered to 
jttie Karl the letter which had proved 
idle cause of their animosity. To his 
yeat joy, he observed this person seat 
iiimself on a bank of turf, at some 
idistance : he then approached, and 
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seated himself near blm# After 9 
number pf frivolous remarks and in« 
quiries had passed, Macgrigor careless^ 
]y Btated, that he had heard of a combat 
which had taken place betwt:[^t twa 
oiBcers on a previous day; but with 
regard to its truth he would be gUd Ut 
r^eceive some authentic information# 

<f Its trutb/^ answered the vassal, 
^* isy I am sorry to say, unq[ues» 
tionable." 

Macgrigor then asked, if he was con- 
nected with the duellists, be seemed 
so dejected ; and added, that he hoped 
the conflict had not proved mortal to 
either of the combatantSt 

The vassal then candidly inform^ 
Macgrigoi: of every circumstaoco .4% 
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iv«to hi) finding the billet, i 

; to the Earl, suspecting 
to have been the author, as it was 
dressed to Clarinda, his daughter. He 
also added, that " it was tlie general 
opioion of the army that its contents 
had divulged some occurrence to the 
Earl which had previously been to hu 
dark and mystical; he, therefore, it 
thought, had challenged the Captain 
fight a duel, and that fortune favoured 
Macgrigor, insomuch that he severely 
wounded the Earl : but scarcely,'' 
said he, " was the conflict over until 
Macgrigor deserted both his regiment 
and his cause, and has not been seea 

heard of since." 



the I 



" I presume then,*' said Macgrigoi 
<• the Earl is not mortally wound) 
^tke he would not so abruptly baHJ 




abandoned the valiant soldiers thatb 
had solicited to quit their native 
homea, on purpose to protect i 
country from invading foes." 



*• No," answered the vassal ; " lam 
happy to learn it Js quite the reverse { 
for he was, this morning, prooounced 
out of danger, to the unspeakable joy 
of all his adherents." 

The heart-felt satisfaction that 1 
grigor enjoyed on hearing of the Earl's 
being in a state of recovery was past 
the power of expression. After a short 
pause, he asked, if the Earl had any 
knowledge of the place where hts oppo- 
nent had taken refuge ? 



** None," answered the vassal j " for 
his indisposition has been greatlyi^l 



creased by the dread that Macgrigor 
has died of a wound which the Earl is 
sensible of having given him." 

On hearing that the Earl had con- 
descended to grieve so much for one 
that had greatly injured his person, 
and, as he supposed, his honour, Mac- 
grigor was inclined to inform him that 
he was alive, and had formed a resolu- 
tion of spending the remainder of his 
life in seclusion from the world, and 
the allurements which it daily pre- 
sented. 

Accordingly, he asked the vassal, if 
he would take the trouble of coming 
to the same place where they then 
were, and at the same hour, on the 
ensuing day, when he hoped he would 
be able to furnish him with such infor- 
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ination relative to Macgrtgor, as would 
satisfy the Earl with regard to his 
welfare. 

To this the peasant readily con- 
sented, highly elated with the thoughts 
pf being the bearer of tidings to tb^ 
£arl» which, he was certaiq, woul4 
tesd.so much to the advaocemeiit of 
his recovery* 

Macgrigor then strictly oommajided 
him not to utter » single seiiteooe 
with regard to this appointm^. m 
case it might not be in his power to 
iearn the expected tidings of the re- 
lugae. They tbea separated, and esuck 
went to his respective home-*^the vas- 
sal tp the camp, all anxiety witil the 
appointed time should arrivei at widcb 
he waa to fefturii^^aad Macgn^r to 



his sequestered cell, there to contem- 
plate on his former pleasures, and bis 
present forlorn and obscure ftituatioQ. 

On the ensuing morning, he went to 
the same village, where iie had pro- 
cured Ills disguifie, in order to funiieh 
himself with materials for writing to 
the Earl, according to the promise he 
had made to the vassal on the preced- 
ing day. He also purchased such do- 
mestic articles as he thought suitable 
for the embellishment of his londy 
apartment -, and obtained a small li- 
brary, to amuse, and enable liim to 
banish more pensive and melancholy 
Hbn^ts in his seduded abode. 

On his return, he wrote a letter to | 
the Earl, intimating that he had re- 
ceived information of hi« Lordship's 
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constitution having suffered material 
injury on his account ; but he desired 
him to be under no apprehensions 
with regard to that, as he was wholly 
recovered, and enjoying good health. 
He also mentioned his sorrow for 
being the instrument of so much cala- 
mity to one who had befriended him 
on every previous occasion ; and gave 
the Earl an intimation of his design to 
seclude himself from the world, as he 
knew nothing it contained worthy of 
his regard, excepting the fair and 
lovely Clarinda, his daughter. Al« 
though nothing could recompense him 
for the loss of her, nevertheless, when 
he approached the throne of grace, h« 
would earnestly pray for the welfare 
of him and his unparalleled family. 

When the appointed time arrivedf 
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he hastened towards the place he htj| 
appointed to meet the vassal. As soon 
as he reached the spot, he was inter-" 
rogated by the domestic, (who had 
been waiting for a considerable time,) 
if he had learned, according to his ex- 
pectations, any tidings of Captai^ 
Macgrigor. 



bil-^^ 

let) and said, perhaps it would suffice 

I for the present. The peasant, how- 
ever, was extremely anxious to learn 
the place of Macgrigor's residence i 
but he informed him, that he was not 
permitted to disclose that secret, and i 

that it would be proper for him to rest 
satisfied with such information as the J 
A billet might disclose. I^^H 

^L Tliey then separated ; and "Sl^^^l 



Mac^Igor's returning to his soWtRfjr 
cell, he penciled a abort note to CI*' 
rindo, informing her of the unhappy 
circumstance which had occurred at 
the camp; he added, that he considered 
their vows and protestations as now 
entirely mill, and that it would not. 
appear in his sight any infringement 
of her vow, shoidd she find another 
more worthy of her affection, as her 
father had absolutely refused to 
bestow upon him her hand ; but 
that it was wholly impossiljle for him 
to cease to love her until be ceased tO' 
live. 

Macgrigor, for some time, wnM# 
periodically to the castle ; but, B06>' 
withstanding the scheme ho' Mt 
adopted for receiving a reply, yet he 
hod never enjoyed that felicity, fie 
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could only account for this disap- 
pointment, by suspecting that the 
Earl had commanded all letters ad- 
dressed to Clarinda t& be intercepted. 



ss 



CHAP. V. 



There was a kind of magic in the sound of that well- 
remembered title, which had the power of roosing 
him from the torpor of almost maniac melancholy to 
collected sorrow, that seemed a species of Inzory to 
his nearly broken heart. 

Soldiek's Family. 



Days, weeks, nay even months pas- 
sedy before any remarkable circum- 
stance occurred to Macgrigor; for 
when he required any thing requisite 
for the nourishment of his person, he 
equipped himself in his disguise, and 
went to the village, which was distant 
but a morning's walk. 

D 
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One day, as he was returning home 
to his lonely habitation, he met a per* 
son in whom he recognized the fea- 
tures of one of his most intimate juve* 
nile companions. He was at a loss 
how to act on this occasion ( but 
(scarcely knowing what he did) he 
clasped him by the hand, and ex* 
claimed, ** I thought it impositbla for 
any disguise to conceal from you the 
features of your most faithful, most 
intimate, and dearly^beloved well- 
wisher !'' 

The stranger seemed very much 
amazed, and said, ** Your voice is fa* 
miliar to my car, but your person has 
escaped my remembrance, if ever I had 
any particular knowledge of it*** 

Macgrigor gave a smile, and Mid, 
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^^ WoDld you know who I anif let my 
features delineate those from whom I 
am descended, and then affix the name 
of Macgrigor V 



}f9 



As soon as the stranger heard the 
name of Macgrigor, he clasped the 
Captain to bis bosom, and exclaimed, 
<^ Macgrigor ! my dear Macgrigor ! and 
am I then so happy as to find you again, 
and so unexpectedly! But why these 
tattered rags? Pray what unforeseen 
accident bas befallen the friend of my 
youthful days? Has adverse fortune 
prevailed over you also ? I thought, if 
I had been, and many a time I have 
wished to be, again in your company, 
that I might once more have enjoyed 
long lost happiness* Now I have 
found you, but your countenance in- 
forms me that happiness has forsaken 
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your bosom. It must be so ! O let me 
hear ; let me learn what has befallen 
my affectionate and ever faithful 
friend." 

" Hereafter," said Macgrigor, " thou 
shalt hear my atory ; at present, let us 
proceed to my romantic habitation, 
and there seclude ourselves from the 
scorching heat that invades this t 
heath at noon." 

They went straight to the river side ; 
but when they came to the top of the 
rock under which Macgrigor's apart- 
ment was concealed, and when he be* 
gan to descend the steps that led to 
tlie aperture of his subterraneous ca- 
vern, his companion was not a little 
astonished ; which Macgrigor per- 
ceiving, he said, " fie of good cl 




nothing ; only follow me.*' He 
ben complied, but with reluctance. 

When they had almost reached M^ 
grigor's abode, lie turned to his guesfrj' 
and said, *' Clarendon," for such was 
^is name, " you are not to find here 
either porter or footman, butler nor 
valet, to attend you ^ yet all are com- 
prised io me — from the most menial 
servant to the host that presides at the 
table." 

Macgrigor conducted Clarendon to 
n inner part of the cave, where there 
Vaa situated a small table of stone, 
overed with such rarities as this 
}iumble habitation then contained. — 
puring their repast. Clarendon enquired 
jBf Macgrigor how long he had enjoyed 
Itimself in this sequestred place, au 
D 3 
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asked if he would admit one as a com- 
panion who was anxious to live the 
remainder of bis life in such a peaceable 
and unmolested region. 

Macgrigor answered, that he hardly 
suspected any one would be anxious 
to become his partner ; for he had 
been the inhabitant of this lonely habi- 
tation almost a whole year, and yet he 
had not the smallest knowledge of a 
single individual being within a con*- 
siderable distance of his territories, 
owing, as he suspected, to the super- 
stitious notions that the inhabitants 
of that unenlightened country had im- 
bibed, as to the surrounding scenery 
being frequented by ghosts, and such 
like imaginary beings. 

** Precious omen !*' exclaimed Cla- 
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rendon, ** I then may cherish hopes 
that there remains no obstacle to your 
admitting me as a companion in this 
your solitary hermitage. Do, Mac-» 
grigor, do but gratify me in this one 
request : when you are inclined to me- 
lancholy, I will cheer you with the re- 
membrance of former pleasures that 
oft-times we have enjoyed in our 
youthful years ; and if the remem- 
brance of them should become irk- 
some, I will create jollity in your 
breast, by substituting nugacity in its 
stead.'' 

" My dear Clarendon !*' replied 
Macgrigor, ^' you never had occasion 
to say, that you asked aught of your 
confidential companion which he re- 
fused to grant. No ; if it is consistent 
with your own inclinations to forsake 
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the pleasures of the world, in order to 
procure me some comfort, or become 
a partner in my retirement, far be it 
from me to reject such a proposal." 

Clarendon ^then clasped him to his 
bosom, and exclaimed, '^ Macgrigor ! 
bow can I express what joy I feel at 
this declaration. O Macgrigor," con- 
tinued he, ** let us hope that He who 
is the ruler of all events will turn 
every occurrence aside that might tend 
to our separation ; for I still hope to 
be blest with these pleasures— -that ia 
your company I may live, and in yotir 
presence I may die." 
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CHAP. VI. 



Ilet spiritf faint, 



Her blooming cheeks amame a pallid tint^ 
And scarce her jform remainf. 

Spictatob. 



Th£ morning on which the Earl was 
expected to the castlei Clarinda had 
^ated herself under a column in the 
west collonnade» that she might the 
sooner perceive the approach of her 
father* Scarcely had she been seated^ 
until she recognized the Earl's retinue 
approaching, but at a considerable 
distance. Shet with anxious lookSf 

a s 
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examined every individual in the reu 
mie ; but, in the whole procession, she 
could not discover any person in whom 
she migiit trace the features of Captain 
Macgrigor, until she observed the Earl 
and another person (whom she sus- 
pected to be Macgrigor) separate from 
tlie procession, and hastening towards 
the castle with the greatest rapidity. 
Hei- delight at this circumstance was 
beyond all bounds. But scarcely had 
they attained the top of the terrace on 
which the lofty and magnificent castle 
was situated, when her joy was turned 
into sadness, and the pleasing hope 
quickly vanished, which she had 30 
fondly cherished, of finding in him who 
accompanied the Ear! her long-lost, 
dear, and tender-hearted Macgrigor ; 
for, afler a more minute examtnatioDi 
he proved to be a stranger, whom 
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Clarinda had never seen until that 
time, either at the castle or elsewhere. 
She then burst into a flood of tears, 
and exclaimed, •* O God of heaven, 
has he then lost his life in battle ! But ' 
what do I say ; perhaps the Earl has 
become acquainted with our mutual 
secret, and has, by a rash and unpre^* 
meditated sentence, put a final close to 
our future intercourse, by driving him 
from bis friendship; or peradventure 
unruly passion has become his supe- 
rior, and instigated him to a more 
harsh and cruel termination." Tears 
of anguish and despair for a consider- 
able time prevented her utterance; 
when, in some degree recovering her- 
self, she exclaimed, ** Well might I 
say, with Cain of old, that my punish- 
ment is greater than I can bear.'* 

D 6 
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<< O sister, sister/' cried IsabelUi 
(who had gone in quest of Clarindat at 
the EarPs desire,) ** why do yoa thus 
resume your grief, especially at my fa- 
ther's return ? What mighty change 
has a few short weeks produced in your 
behaviour; for, antecedent to his de« 
parture, your greatest joy was when you 
heard of or could promote his welfare ; 
then why, at his return, do you thus 
seclude yourself— you, whom he first 
expected to welcome him again to the 
castle r 

^* Dear Isabella,'' said Clarindat 
^' you chide me for my neglect in not 
paying that duty to my father which he 
so highly deserves; but as I this 
morning have bad a slight indisposi- 
tion, I thought it more proper to defer 
my respects until I should somewhat 
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recover, as I feel myself tending l 
wards a state of convalescence. But, 
Isabella," added she, " can you inform 
me who is this stranger that has arrived 
with the Earl ? 'Tis not our late vi- 
sitor. Captain Macgrtgor. Dear sister, 
have you not learned what is become 
of him ? It was his intention to return, 
should he be so fortunate as escape the 
ravages of the enemy. God forbid ! 
but my imagination informs me that be 
has become a victim to their ferocity. 
Yes, yea ! he has ! O Macgrigor, Mac- 
grigor ! Why do I not follow thee to 
the grave ? Why loiter here when thou 
art gone ?" Then, recollecting herself, 
she said to Isabella, that what she had 
beard her express was entirely out of 
compassion for the supposed death of 
Macgrigor, and desired her to pay no 
attention to it, especially in presence 



of the Eail* or her mother. She t^ 
enquired of Isabella, if she had learned 
aught of the stranger whom she had 
observed approaching towards the 
castle, in company with the Earl i 



•• All I know or could learn of him," 
said Isabella, " is, that my father in- 
troduced him to the Countess, as one 
of his most faithful companions ; ad- 
ding, that he had proved himself a sin- 
cere friend during the campaign." 

» Perhaps," stud Clarinda, "atfome 
future period we may ascertain the 
truth of this." A thought at this mo- 
ment was suggested to her mind which 
completely suspended the power of 
utterance— namely, that the Earl had 
ascertairiud the existence of Mac 
grigor's tender and afTectionate pasik 
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and, in consequence, bad invited this 
stranger to substitute him in room of 
his daughter's admirer. " Be this as it 
may," thought she, " I will instantly 
go to his chamber, and receive from 
him a paternal embrace, and at the 
first convenient opportunity, if I think 
he is in ignorance, 1 myself will declare 
and openly reveal to him my regard 
for our late (and now by me much la- 
mented) visitor." Accordingly she in- 
stantly went to welcome him again to 
the castle. When she entered, he, with 
his wonted ardour, embraced her most 
fervently ; at the same time, expres- 
sing his surprise at the wonderful 
change in her countenance. " As- 
suredly," said he, " your health has 
suffered materially since my depar- 
ture." She replied, that, with a few 
exceptions, she had never enjoyed a 
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more perfect state of health than 
(luring his absence. 

" 1 rejoice," said he, " at, thii mis* 
conception •» for your felicity at all 
times adds to my happiness. Yet I 
cunnot trace in your countenance the 
serene and placid smile which formerly 
overspread your blooming features." 

" Affectionate father," said she, 
" you know that human nature is not 
exempted from frailty and weakness ; 
and when these come, accompanied by 
disappointment, the result must be 
painful : turbulence and disorder arise 
in the passions, which fail not to over, 
cloud, for a time, the most ciieerful 
and lively mien. No doubt, 1 have 
sometimes been visited by such since 
your departure i but your safe return 
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'Willi I hope, entirely expel all turbu- 
lent thoughts." 

Little or nothing occurred at the 
castle for a considerable time ; but the 
words of Clarinda, addressed to her fa- 
ther, on the day of his arrival, occa- 
sioned in his bosom an emotion not to 
be described. The words of Macgrigor 
occurred to his remembrance, namely, 
** that Clarinda's happiness, as well as 
his, depended upon their union.''-— 
** Her countenance con6rms it !" said 
be : <' Would to God I could recall 
that unhappy night ! Were he present, 
how should I act ? Would I again com- 
mand him to regard me as his enemy ? 
No— never ; for I would clasp him to 
my bosom, and proudly own him as my 
«on-in-law. Would to heaven I had 




Bccompanied the veteran, when he 
formed me that he was going to ft 
certain place, in expectation of obtain- 
ing tidings relative to his welfare. Why 
did 1 select this Montalhert, and :n* 
vite him to the castle, in order to be- 
stow on him the virtuous ClarinJa ? I 
would not, dare not mention such to 
so valuable a daughter. O how every 
magnanimous sentiment wliich the 
brave Macgrigor uttered in my pre- 
sence, at this moment stinga me to the 
soul. Wliat a dastardly thought I 
entertained, when I suspected base- 
ness to reside in one who possessed 
such bravery, and was, at the same 
time, so entirely devoid of all ostenta- 
tion in his conduct. O may the God 
of heaven grant, that every enterprise 
which he undertake) may be crowned 
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with prosperity and success ; and 
that he may one day come to the 
knowledge o£ that regard and es- 
teem with which his gallantry has 
Slled my breast/' 

While he uttered this lak sentence. 
Colonel Montalbert entered the room, 
^for sudi was the stranger's name,) 
&nd, after seating himself, he intro- 
duced the name of Clarinda, with the 
highest panegyric on the external qua^ 
lifications of his intended bride. 

^« Colonel Montalbert," said the 
Earl, •* I have certainly done wrong 
io encouraging you to offer your ad- 
dresses to my daughter, without in- 
forming you of a very particular 
circamstance x^onnicted with her pros- 
pects. 
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P«fhapi you have imagined that 
tier fortune was imtnciiHc ; but, Kince 
my return, I firiil uriL-xpectcdIy it it 
quite the reverse. Indeed, the time, 
perhaps, in not fur diatant wlicii I 
shall be compelled to relinquiHh the 
whole of my territories, and probably 
be under the necessity of applying to 
thoio for relief who have proffefcd 
tbemielves as friends while I was io 
more affluent circumstances." The 
cause of this he related to Montalbert 
in words to the following effect:^ 
" That for a number of years bs 
had been involved in a suit at law, 
which was of the utmost importance. 
Tiiis," said he, " has recently (by 
the learned and impartial judges of tbe 
land) been brought to a terminaltoHf 
in favour of my opponent; aad mf 
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Ae fortune will scarcely be ade- 
te to satisfy the demands of those 
>loyed in this important alSSiir.^ 
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CHAP. VII. 



No friendship will abide the tent, 
That stands on sordid interest^ 

Or mean self-love erected ; 
Nor such as.may awhile subsist 
Between the sot and sensualist^ 

For vicious ends connected. 



F&IEKDSHIP. 



A P£w days had only elapsed after 
the Earl had invented the fabrication 
related in the latter part of the last 
chaptext until he found it had the 
wished-for dOEect on the mind of Mont- 
albert ; for, to the EarFs inexpressible 
joy, Montalbert» at their morning 
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walk, acf|uainte(l him, that, on the en- 
suing day, he designed to depart from 
the castle ; adding, that " when cir. 
cumstances were in so precarious a si- 
tuation, he judged the fewer jncum* 
brances they had, the more they should 
find themselves at liberty to follow the 
course, which, at the present critical 
period, they ought to pursue." ■ 

" I suppose then," said the Earl, in 
a sarcastic manner, "we may entertain 
no hopes of your returning, to accom- 
plish what you some time since soli- 
cited of me in the most importunate 
manner. You seem ignorant of the 
true meaning of my words j their ten- 
dency, therefore, relates to your pro- 
posed union with my daughter." 

After a long pause, he informed the 
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Earlf that ^' his daughter, without a for* 
tune» was by no means a competent 
partner for him. Her beauty/' he 
said, ^* was truly incomparable ; but a 
portion was, in his eyes, far superior to 
beauty." 

<^ Were it not that former expe- 
rience,'' said the Earl, ** has taught 
me how to act, (especially where my 
daughter's happiness is concerned,) I 
would instantly bestow on you the 
reward your conduct has merited.— 
But prepare to depart from the castle 
by the dawn of morn : to my shame I 
own,'' continued he, ** that I have fa- 
bricated an untruth ; but it has enabled 
me to ascertain the truth of what I 
have, for some time, suspected — name- 
ly, that lucre was your ^im, and not 
the happiness of my daughter.'' He 




abrupt 

Colonel, to ruminate on what ti«d pas- 
sed, and to follow wliatever course the 
dictates of his own conscience might 
direct. The same night, as soon as 
the Colonel suspected all was in quiet- 
ness at the castle, he left it, determined 
for the future to pursue a more honest 
and disinterested line of conduct. 

A few days after his departure, the 
Earl and Clarinda extended their morn- 
ing walk a considerable distance by the 
river side ; and, while they were tra- 
versing the rock of Sourden, Clarinda 
asked of her father what had coca- 
sioned Montalbert'a leaving the castle 
in such a secret and abrupt manner ? 

With an abaah"y countenance he 
answered, " Rarfier might you enquire 
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i¥b«t wafS the occasion of his visit f 
my daughter, I have been to you a 
cruel and unnatural parent — to my 
ittter confusioi^ I confess it» and 
Inimbly In treat of you to grant me 
forgiveness/' 

" Your "Wwds, dear father, astonish 
me : cruelty or unkindness I never 
experienced from you. Dear father, 
expound this parable ; for your words 
aEte involved in mysteries, -which are 
beyond the reaich of my weak under- 
standing ?" 

The Earl remained in silence for 
wme time, as endeavouring to recol- 
lect the origin of some circumstance 
ifcat lay heavy on his mind : while Cla- 
rinda anxiously waited to learn what 
had occasioned his confession, or 
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produced the agitation that was visibly 
imprinted on his features. 

Then, after heaving a deep sigh, he 
said, *' Clarinda, I am not insensible 
of the reason that occasioned you so 
many sleepless nights ; and of whatf 
since my return, I perceive to be a 
constant inmate in your bosom-— 'Tis 
love. I have pryed into your heartf 
your wordsi and actions— and all con* 
firm it. While at the camp, l, in an 
unhappy moment, learned that Captain 
Macgrigor had been and was your ad- 
mirer ; not in the smallest degree sus* 
pecting that his affection was returnedy 
I desired him to desist — but he still 
persisted in his honourable (although I 
thought ignoble) design. S09 foolish 
man that I was, I debarred him from 
my friendship and company^ and, at 
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the same time» I challenged him to 
single combat, in order to be re- 
venged on him for (according to my 
ideas) attempting to allure you from 
the paths of virtue. But 1 find his in- 
tentions were honourable, else such an 
impression had never been effected on 
your virtuous mind. Yet here my 
blinded imagination did not rest ; for, 
after Macgrigor had left the camp, in 
consequence of our animosity, I se- 
lected this Montalbert, intending him 
as a suitable match for my daughter, 
and invited him to the castle, that I 
might the easier effect this intended 
connection. But, lo, at my return! 
when I perceived the visible change 
that appeared in your countenance, I 
became sensible that my own rashness 
had proved the occasion ; and when I 
saw you endeavour to avoid, at all 
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times, having any intimacy or corres* 
pondence with Montalbert» and your 
vexation every day increasing ; then 
my heart sympathised with your con- 
dition, and I could have bestowed 
both the Indies to see felicity restored 
to your bosom. This, Clariadaft is the 
manner in which I have used so dutiful 
a daughter. Treat me as you ought ; 
bestow no more prayers for my wel- 
fare — but pray that prosperity and ht^ 
piness may for ever attend the perse- 
cuted Macgrigor.'* 

** Scarce can I express my feelings 
towards such a father/' said Clarinda. 
** In depriving me of Macgrigor, I cer- 
tainly have lost the greatest of atl 
earthly happiness ; but thus to see a 
parent condescend and own it as a 
fault ! What can I say ! What shall I 



do to render myself worthy of aucb a 
father ?" 

" Clarinda!" exclaimed the Eari, 
" do you intend, by this kind and 
GOraplflcent haranguei to upbraid nic 
witli my own unworthiness. Unhappy 
man, to have exercised such cnieity 
and oppression on htm who could and 
would have invested a beloved daughter 
'with the enjoyment of all earthly hap- 
piness ; instantly will I go and search 
the world until I find him on whom 
ber felicity depends." 

*' Search for him" — interrupted Cla- 
rinda ; " I then may hope that he yet 
lives." 

" Heaven forbid the contrary," said 
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the Earl ; <^ but where he is con- 
cealed I have not the smallest know* 
ledge : yet perhaps fortune may 
prove favourable^ and^ by assiduous 
perseverance^ I may one day find out 
the secret recess which he has 
chosen." 

** What !" exclaimed Clarindat 
<< chosen a secret recess for his con- 
cealment. In the name of wonder, 
what can this portend ? Pray, dear fa» 
thcr, inform me of— of— I know not 
what : yes, inform me of all you 
know relative to my inestimable Mac- 
grigor.'* 

** Small is my knowledge,*' said het 
^< of this important affair ; but what I 
know I shall instantly relate. The 
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night on which I was deserted, I may 
say» by my senses, and instigated to 
such a diabolical action, he left the 
camp; but where he went, I know 
not. A short time, however, had only 
passed, until I received from him an 
epistle, informing me, that he had 
learned, since my departure, of my 
having suffered much on his account ; 
but he desired me to rest assured that 
he bad received nothing in the con- 
flict which would in the smallest de- 
gree injure his health. The happiness 
I felt from this," said the Earl, «* was 
wholly inexpressible. But, behold, 
the next sentence informed me that 
he designed to spend the remainder of 
his life in seclusion, as this world con- 
tained nothing worthy of his admira- 
tion j' excepting the beautiful Clarinda ; 
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and the happiness of eojoying her had 
been peremptorily refused biqi« He 
concluded his letter^ by assuring voe^ 
that, on all occasionSf^ he would re<- 
member me and my unparalleled 
family when he approached the throo? 
of the Most High. This wa$ tb« 
last information of him I could ever 
obtain, notwithstanding every effort 
was used that might lead to his dis- 
covery/* 

«' Since heaven has willed it,*' said 
Clarinda, *^ I rest contented* But I 
have made a vow, and will rigg^ 
rously adhere to it-^namely^ oever 
will I grant my hand to another/* 

They then reached the bottom of 
the terrace below the castle* and the 
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approach of Frederick and Isabella 
for the present put an end to their 
discoursing further on this subject ; 
excepting Clarinda entreating of her 
father to lay aside» for the present, his 
design of going in search of the re- 
cluse lover. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



The fool of nature stood, nith stupid eyes. 
And gaping mouth, that testified surptise ; 
Fix'd on her face, nor could remove his dght, 
New HG be waa to love. 

SPECTATOa. 



Macgrigob and Clarendon both 
continued to live in their sequestred 
and lonely abode, in the most harmo- 
nious and agreeable manner. They 
individually enjoyed the greatest hap- 
piness, when each could procure or 
afford any assistance or amusement 
that might tend to the other's welfare, 
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or drown for a while in oblivion those 
melancholy thoughts which too often 
pervaded their lonely habitation. 

One day, after they had returned 
from their morning excursion, (which, 
unless necessity required^ they never 
extended beyond the distanctof half an 
hour's walk») Macgrigor enquired of 
Clarendon if he would favour him with 
a brief description of his travels and 
adventures, from the time of their se- 
paration until' that on which he first 
had met with hinu after he had en- 
tered into thia his life of secluaittu 

Clarendon answered ia the affiiiiiA- 
tive ; but said, that be would gnuuk hin 
his request upon no other conditioii 
than that of hearing the same from hitt 
in retujm. 
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Macgrigor $aid» that the partwulfys 
of bis lifQ would a^rd h«it Uttle 
$tmu$ement» as there wan nothing of a 
momentous nature eo»»ect^ with it ; 
but that after he (Clarendon) should 
bring bis narratiy^ to a t«i?ininatioiif 
such as it was, ha wouhl m^st readily 

relate his own story. 



'< You knowv^' said Clio'Mdoii^ ** that 

upon the day of our separation I was 

hound for the grmt tftatropolis of Eng- 
land* I shdU not dwqR upon my }o\xx^ 
ney tbither» as nothing- «£ eonsequenoa 
ocaurred unttt I rea€h«d lay dastina* 
tioiu As soon aa I arrivi^. I went in 
qu^eat of my relatiw^ Mr. Glac^n^* 




whom you saw at our summer lodgings ' 
in Scotland, on the preceding season. 
When I reached his place of residence, 
I received from him the most hearty 
welcome; it far exceeded what I ex- 
pected from one whom we supposed 
such a petulant and self-conceited 
character. 

" For some time after my arrival in 
town, my leisure hours were em- 
ployed in surveying the many wonder- 
ful structures and curiosities which 
that magni6cent city contains. 

" I think I had been but a fortnight 
in London, when my friend informed 
me, that on the ensuing day he was to 
have a large party at dinner, and, with 
a complacent smile, he desired me to 
have a care lest some of the fei 



Visitors should too faf engage my at- 
tention, as he expected to have pre- 
sent at the festival a number of con- 
summate beauties. 

k' This precaution seemed to me o 
consequence ; for I thought mysetf 
in no danger of being captivated by 
the most beauteous form. 

^ "On the ensuing day, the wliole* 
party was assembled before I had ter- 
minated my rambles. During tlie 
time that was occupied at dinner, I 
was several times complimented by an 
elderly gentleman, of a very comely 
aspect and genteel appearance — but I 
kept myself at a distance from the 
other sex, except uttering at intervals 
a few sentences, expressive of respect 
id civility, which I bestowed promis- ' 
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cuously, as I observed my xmcU (Mr. 
Qareudoii) was deteFminad to observe 
whether I would adhere to bis epunsel 
or not. 

<^ In the course of the eveaing, he 
iatimated to the assemblagep that he 
had musicians in an adjoining apait- 
ment ; * and perhaps,' said he, * it 
may prove an agreeable relaxation to 
amuse ourselves an hour orJkw<>ift the 
baU*room/ This to me was extremiely 
pteasing» as dancing had been my 
favourite amusement for a considirw 
abla time previous tor my departure 
from Scotland. 

<< The first who rose to diBce were 
my uncle and Mr* Vauxhtll, the gen« 
tleman I before mentioned* I>tiriDg 
the dance, a young man, of a ooWi 
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mien and elegant fbrm» (whom I had 
seen once or twice on a visit at mj 
nncle's lodgings,) witb . moch compla- 
cency asked me if I would accompany 
him in a dance? I answered in the 
affirmative, and said, that I considered 
myself as highly honoured by his con- 
descension. 

" As soon as my uncle retired with 
Mr. Vauxhilli we arose to choose our 
partners. But now, Macgrigcn?^ where 
was my former resolution, or what 
availed my uncle's precaution } For, 
when I fixed my eyes on the lady 
whom I had selected as my partner, in 
a few moments all my fixed determina- 
tions became void, and she at once 
took possession of the deepest recess 
in my bosom. When I beheld her 
lovely eyes and aubora hair^ I again 
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and again swallowed intoxicating 
draughts of the fatal poison. When 
Cupid allowed me power to collect my 
scattered senses, I began in my own 
mind to descant on her person, and I 
thought, of all womankind, sure this is 
the most beauteous — for in her form 
she is elegant, and her address is befit* 
ting an angel. 

*< O Macgrigor ! had you that even- 
ing been a spectator of the lovely 
form, you would have thought her 
highly worthy of the pastoral poet's 
encomium-— 

* No lily, nor sweet blushing rose. 
Not all the gay flowers of the field. 

Nor jessamine twin'd among those. 
Such beauty and pleasure can yield/ 

'' O unhappy and miserable being that 
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I am !" Here Clarendon was inter* 
rupted by a torrent of tears, which, ia 
spite of all his efforts, he could neither 
conceal nor restrain. It was some 
time ere he recovered from the vexa- 
tion in which tlie remembrance of his 
former happiness had involved himj 
but as soon as he attained serenity 
enough to enable him to continue his 
narration, he said, " Dear Macgrigor, 
'jou must excuse this weakness } for 
&ese tears are the tears of affection, 
which every successive day increases 
In my bosom, and which the most re- 
mote period can never efiace. The 
remembrance of her for whom they are 
abed is engraven on my mind, never 
to be obliterated ; and when scenes in 
which she has a part are mingled with 
my story, you are to expect but feeble 
description ; for to me it will ever I 
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nible lo deiifieatie, or attempt 4 
define, the many ploaiing ami happy 
raomentH that I enjoyed in her com- 
pnny. But f hIiuII resume my narra- 
tive. During tliu remainder of tbt 
evening, my cyo were intentJy fixtd 
on the objuct, which my heart, thrai^ 
thetr medium, had aeluctcd. fibe ap> 
pcarod to mc a» liaviiig the aspect «f 
an angt), and in her countenance 
notliui^ could be traced but cmblemB 
of delicacy und virtue. Yet it adil 
remained i'or me to learn, who or what 
fthe was i und another more di^ 
couraging thought claimed a part in 
my imagination— namely, that I 
reit aBKured, she had, ere tbat> 
but too many admiren. 



'* Before the aasembty ditni 
was invited by the yoting gcntl 



with whom I had previously danced, 
to dine with hini> at his father's, oa 
the ensuing day. To this I most wil- 
lingly acceded ; for I was anxious to 
improve an intimacy with him, as I 
had learned from my uncle (after he 
had left us, on a former visit,) that he 
adhered most scrupulously to the 
rules of virtue." 
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CHAP. IX. 



She came^Hshe is gone ; we have metj 
And meet perhaps never again ; 

The sun of that moment is set^ 
And seems to have risen in vain." 



CowPEa. 



<' After the party dismissed, my 
uncle very cordially enquired if I bad 
profited by, or found any occasion for, 
such counsel as he bad given me on 
the preceding evening. These words 
made me sensible that he had observed 
my perturbation during the concert. 
To his question I gave only an eva- 
sive answer ; but told him, that I sup- 

F 
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posed he had selected those exquisite 
beauties which had presided at the 
entertainment, on purpose to remove 
the antipathy I felt, and the resolu- 
tion I had formed, against entering 
into the matrimonial state. 

" * Well/ said he, * allowing such 
to have been my motive, what has it 
availed ? What benefit is likely to be 
derived from it ? for I suppose you 
were only an unmoved spectator of all 
that were present; in whotti were 
combined youth, beauty, eleganee in 
fornH-«and, above all, the omfisietttctf 
unblemished characters.' 

•< Would to God, dear unde !*• en- 
claimed I, ** that in me eosld be 
found the character you have thus de- 
lineated«-H3amely, a callous observer 
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of fhe beauteous circle : then might I 
enjoy the same serenity of mind with 
which I was formerly gifl^d* But this 
evening Cupid has aimed at me his 
dartS) and they have pierced my bo- 
som incurably ; for never did I endure 
such pangs and tortures as I this 
evening have suffered, and I can find 
no balm whei'ewith to ease niy wounded 
heart. The crtgect of tny wishes is 
quite unknown to me : 'twas the first 
and pefhaps may prove to be the last 
time these eyes sfadl behold the lovely 
and adorable form* Ahd perhaps I 
am doomed to misery during the re- 
mainder of my pilgrimage in this vain 
and transitory world," 

" < How pleasing/ said be, • are 
these words, and how happy I am to 
hear them proceed from your lips : 
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but to me your situation has this 
evening been no aecret : for no Boooer 
had you selected Miss Vauxhill as 
your partner, than I observed the in- 
fluence her lovely features made on 
your till then hardened heart. I joy/ 
continued lie, * at your choice. You 
have selected the daughter of one of 
my most intimate and highly-esteemed 
acquaintances. It was also no less 
pleasing to me to behold the impres- 
sion your downcast looks and love- 
Nick countenance made on the mind of 
the lovely girl. The occasion of this 
party was, indeed, what you suspected; 
for long has a desire been formed in 
my breast that I might, one day, be 
more closely connected with the Vaux- 
hill family, and on you rested all mv 
hopes: hut your inch'nations were so 
averse to a connubial life, that m< 
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pectations had almost become extinct : 
now, however, in your own bosom the 
flame has kindled ; therefore you have 
my assent, nay even my wish, along 
with my fortune, to pursue your nobly- 
formed, and, I hope, successful design/ 
He then presented me with bills to a 
considerable amount," said Clarendon, 
** adding, that he hoped I would ac- 
cept this trifle, which would enable 
me the better to sustain the rank and 
character of my forefathers. For some 
time, I viewed him with silent atten- 
tion, then I burst into a flood of tears, 
for in no other manner could I express 
my gratitude, as the faculties of 
speech had, at this time, entirely de- 
nied me their assistance. My uncle 
then enquired the cause of my embar- 
rassment ; but, without allowing me 
time to return him an answer, he said, 
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* ft certainly was not owing to him 
having bestowed on mc ao small ami 
insignificant a sum : that,* Raid he, ' is 
only a mere trifle, in comparison to 
what I have yet to give, and the whole 
shall, from tliis day, be at your dis- 
posal ; for I now have something on 
which I can rest my hopes, that, ere 
longt I shall be rendered completely 
happy in witnessing your union with 
the daughter of my ever-aBectionate 
friend.' 
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" Dear uncle, said I, I knoWi 
how, or in what manner, I shall ex. 
press my gratitude: your giving mc the 
diiipofial of your whole fortune is, in- 
deed, so far beyond my merits or my 
expectations, that I hope you 
riously rc6ect on u matter which 
auch importance to your futun 



107 

terests in life, before you come to any 
fixed decision. 

<< • Clarendon,' said he ^ often times 
have I considered and reflected on 
this important affair : it is not an un<- 
premeditated or momentary design ; 
no, it has long been nourished in my 
bosom ; but I always wished, as I be- 
fore mentioned, that some alliance 
might be formed betwixt the famih'es 
of Vauxhill and Clarendon. This 
evening has proved more prosperous 
than any of its predecessors ; but I 
was afraid you might consider the state 
of your pecuniary circumstances as 
rendering such views imprudent. I, 
therefore, determined to reveal to you, 
this evening, what has hitherto been a 
secret to the whole worldt myself ex- 
cepted.' 
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• O dear uncle t exclaimed I j O 
most virtuous and benevolent benefac- 
tor ! how shall I express my overflow- 
ing gratitude ? Would to God that my 
father had, ere he departed this life, 
been made acquainted with this secret, 
and had known on whom you have 
bestowed the fruits of a life, spent in 
toil, and inured to hardships. Wa8 it 
for me that you left your native land, 
in order to accumulate riches ? Was it 
for me that you braved the difficulties 
presented by a merciless ocean ? Yes! 
yes, it was ! and for me rt was that 
you were cast by a tempest on an un- 
known shore, and there endured the 
cravings of hunger. Your life was 
endangered — a prey to the ravenous 
tiger, the roaring lion, and the vene- 
mous serpent. O ! what sufferings, 
what vicissitudes, what toils and 



■you have encountered, and iliiis 
lonce to heap the result on one wb| 

lias 33 yet been a worthless inemba 
inay even an incumbrance, to socien 

But, continued I, in the midst of tl« 
' perplexity, one question I have y^dl 

to ask : did yon not inform me, tb^ 

tyour penetrating eyes hud discoverej 
that the unparalleled object of 
passion -was not insensible to tlie eni 
barrassment her beauteous image od 
casioned in my breast ? 

^H <* < I did)' answered he, ' and ' 
^^eosible that your affection, without" 
equivocation, was fully returned. But 
'. think it is proper,' said my uncle, 
•that wc should for a while lay aside 
lis subject, and at present retire to 
lest, as the night is far spent.' Atlei* 
lie pleasure of an affectionate em- 
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bracOy wc ncpAratccl ; but lAeep that 
nif^lit WAH a Hi ranger to thciie cyei.-^ 
Pcrhapn, thought !» my undo may be 
deceived, and iihe may yet be a 
Ntruriger to the pangH I feel^ and the 
lorturcH which the remembrance of 
her countenance infltctH* I then 
formed a reHoluiion to enquire of my 
uncle her rcdidence ; and thitherward^ 
in Hpite of every ohMtacley I intended 
lo (h'rect my fitep»: then, thought I, 
fihall I throw mym'lf at her feett and 
there discover my pasHion to her an- 
gelic mind/' 



They 're hapjiicsl, then, wli 
Within the shrit'ring bar s 



" Next morning, before the hour of 
breakfast, I intruded upon my uncle 
ill his apartment, and, after a few ob- 
servations bad passed relative to each 
other's welfare, and the beauties of 
the morning, I informed him, that, 
notwithstanding all he bad bestowed 
on me the preceding evening, he had 
still withheld the knowledge of a most 
F 6 
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important matter-^for he had omitted 
giving me any information relative to 
the place where I might find her who 
was now the only object of all my 
wishes ! 

'' lie gave an affectionate smile, 
and said ' He did not conceive there 
would have been any occasion to par- 
ticularise her place of residence, as we 
intended to meet her that evening at 
dinner/ 

** What ! interrupted I, is she sister 
to him in whose company I first recog- 
nized the brilliancy of her form i Dear 
uncle, continued I, sure the hand of 
heaven is in this } for, since my arrival 
in town, many have proffered to me 
their friendship— but, out of the vast 




|multitude, him I bad selected as the 
most prudent and judictouB. 



Dear Clarendon,* said my uncle, 
'' in selecting him as an associate from 
those that presented themselves as 
candidates for your affection and 
friendship, I observe you to have acted 
on prudent principles ; for in this 
great metropolis, I do not think you 
>uld have found another individual 
whom are united more excellent 
qualifications, or one who has acquired 
a more extensive knowledge of the va- 
rious characters which ^re to he found 
in this delusive world. And I hope,' 
said he, * you will profit by his ex- ^ 
ample ; for if you adhere to his pril 
ciples, you will never cease to reflect 
with pleasure on the happy day that 
introduced him to your acquaintance.' 



^' 
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ce.' 
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*' I thanked him, in the moat « 
dial manner,'' said Clarendon, ** for 
the assiduous attention he had, at all 
times, evinced, when toy welfare or 
prosperity was in question ; but, in a 
more particular manner, for the pater- 
nal counsel he had at the present 
deigned to confer, on what I considered 
of the greatest importance for the di- 
rection of my future conduct. Here 
we were interrupted by the footman* 
who came to inform us that breakfast 
waa on the table. After we hail 
finished our social repast, my uncle 
informed me, that he had occasion to 
go that day a few miles into the 
country, on business of importance i 
but he assured me, that his return 
would be in sufficient time to accom- 
pany me to Mr. Vauxhill's, at Uie 
time appointed. 



** loatead of pursuing my ramble^ 
usual, I confined myself within the 
dis of my apartment, and pored over 
volume of Scottish history I had 
ken from the library. My uncle was 
inctual to his appointment, for he 
burned a considerable time sooner 
tm he had promised, or I expected. 
I at the appointed time we set out to 
e destined place. Upon our arrival 
s received a truly warm and ui 
Ibcted welcome. With an agitati 
worn, I anticipated the approach 
tr who was entirely the possessor 
f heart ; and before our entertai: 
lent was ended, I was sensible thabj 
ly uncle had not been deceiving, 
en he informed me that he 
tain the same guest had invaded' 
: bosom, which had been so troubli 
me an inmate of mine ; 



to 
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penetrating eye was in no respect re- 
quisite to find out the cause of the 
modest blush, which frequently over- 
spread her angelic countenance. 



<' In the evening, a game at card> 
was proposed, and, as chance nould 
have it) I became her opponent. But, 
Macgrigor, never was a contest more 
feebly supported, or victory more 
easily won ; for, in spite of all my re- 
solutions, I could not refuse my eyes 
the pleasure of beholding, or my mind 
from contemplating, the unparalleled 
features that adorned this unsullied 
daughter of wealth. 

" Nothing material occurred during 
the remainder of the evening, except 
such an exchange of looks and sighs 
hetween me and my fair adversary, as 
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stilled the mutual attachment 
which we were equally filled. Befoi 
my uncle and I departed, it was agreed','" 
betwixt young Vauxhill and myself, 

I that, every day, when more urgent 
business would permit, we should visit 
each other alternately, at our respeo 
live lodgings. 
' " The fulfilment of this agreeme^ 
|ave me frequent opportunities 
Eommunicating to Miss Vauxhill \ 
might have previously been ascei 
tained by my looks and actions, 
ery successive visit," continued Cla- 
indon, at the same time heaving a 
deep sigh, " I found her more and 
more endeared to me ; every day, our 
affection was heightened ; and, in hec^g 
brother's eyes, none seemed equal 1 
larendon. Neither did his aflectia 
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remain unrequited-^-for in his welfare 
I gloried, and in his happiness my joy 
was more enkrged, than in any thing 
that could tend to the advancement of 
my own. But to dwell, Macgrigor, 
upon the pleasing scenes which we 
every day enjoyed— scenes which, to 
me, can never be equalled, would be 
more than my weak nerves are com- 
petent to accomplish. Let it, there- 
fore, suffice to say, that, previous to the 
evening I first witnessed the beauty 
that adorned the cheeks of that bright 
object, I possessed a heart that was 
callous to every female enchantment ; 
but, since that hour, I have been 
transformed into a different creature. 

** One evening, after dinner, I told 
my uncle that I was going to enquire 
for Mr. Vauxhill, as he had promised 
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to visit us at our lodgings>9 previous to 
dinner, but had not, even at that time, 
made his appearance. My uncle 
readily acquiesced, as he was wounded 
to the heart when any thing invaded 
that family, having the smallest symp- 
tom of indisposition. 

" I accordingly hastened towards 
their habitation. 'Twas my friend 
who welcomed me ; but by his coun- 
tenance it was visible that dbtress 
harboured in his bosom, for his fea* 
tures were deserted by the aflfable 
smile which had ever enlivened them 
at all our previous interviews; and 
when Miss Vauxhill made her appear- 
ance, I was almost petrified, for her 
lovely cheeks were bedewed with tears; 
and her eyes were visibly swollen 
from what they had, ere that time. 
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efHised : this was too clear 
that some circumstance of a painful 
nature liad occurred in the domestic 
af&irs of the family. I begged of 
them to acquaint me with the cause of 
their grief, that, if I could uflord no 
alleviation, I might at least become 
partner of their sorrows. 



com^^J 

be!^I- 



" * Mr. Clarendon,' replied her 
ther, ' the occasion of this sudden 
transition is, what I am certain you 
wilt greatly regret; 'tis no less than 
my son's leaving his native land, to 
join the squadron intended to invade a 
foreign sliure, in order to support the 
honour of the English flag, and to 
procure satisliietion for injuries lately 
done to our merchants. Orders have 
been issued for every officer under the 
command of Admiral Biake to join the 
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fleet ere this day se'ennight. Thisi 
then^ is the cause of our melancholy ; 
and I am sure that you and your ten- 
der-hearted uncle will greatly sympa- 
thise with us in our present situation/ 

^* What ! exclaimed I, Vauxhill going 
to leave us : you shall not go^ theot 
without a companion." 

" * But who/ interrupted he, * is 
to be this companion ? There is not a 
single individual in this vast metropo- 
lis whose company I value, excepting 
your's, your uncle's, my father's, and 
sister's/ 

<<. You will then, answered I, accept 
of me ; if such is your wish, be as- 
sured it shall be granted. ' I do 
wish,' answered he } * but never, no 



never! could 1 think of depriving 
your uncle of ftudh a companion/-^ 
They used every persuasion to dissuade 
me from mentioning it to him, as it 
was their opinion that he would never 
assent to a separation ; but I still per- 
sisted-'^^and we came to a determina- 
tion that Mr. Yauxhill should, that 
same evening, make him acquainted 
with the object we had in view/* 



CHAP. XI. 



For I had heard of battlcB, wni I long'd 
To follow to the field some warlike lord. 



" We ■waited witli the utmost 
anxiety until his return, which put aa 
end to all our doubts and fears ; as iny 
uncle had learned, previous to Mr. 
Vauxhill's arrival, that such orders 
were in circulation, and had, in his 
own mind, formed a design to intro- 
duce the subject of the war to me, on 
my return ; and to urge the necessity 




there was for every individual devoting 
a part of his lime, while in the season 
of youth, to the service of his country > 
in hopes thut 1 might hecome elated 
with the thoughts of being of some 
service in assisting to support the ho- 
nour and glory of my native land. 

" As soon as I returned to his 
lodgings, I mentioned my intentions 
of accompanying Vauxhill in the in> 
tended expedition. He snatched my 
hand, and exclaimed, ' What. Claren- 
don ! are you tired of my company I 
Could you exercise so much cruelty a» 
to leave me here alone, to sink into des- 
pondency — for what other fate could 
await me ? Or how, in the name of 
wonder, could you think of forsaking 
Miss Vauxhill i I thought,' added he, 
' that, ere another mouth had paised, 



r should have been an inmate under" 
your roof; but I find, Clarendon, that 
your passion has been either momentary 
oraflFected. Had it been otherwise, how 
could you have formed an idea of so 
soon recaUing your affection, or leav- 
ing her here, while you go abroad to 
■ke invasion of a foreign enemy V 



■f* O, uncle, uncle ! replied I, how 
you have hurt ray feelings! That you 
should chide me for this is what I 
(Buld have least of alt expected. How 4 
h\d you imagine, dear uncle, that' 
mr company would ever become irk- 
ne to one, who is sensible that, on ^ 
"Cry successive day, you are loading 
him with new proofs of your regard 
for his prosperity : — No — ten thousand 
times rather would I sacrifice the 
greyest pleasure 1 enjoy, ere I would 
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be tlie occaiiion of giving you the 
smallest pain. As to aft'ecting a paa- 
Hion for Kliza Vauxhill, I trust you do 
nut believe me capable of such diasi- 
miilation : her person and principles 
liotli have made an impression on my 
mind, never to be effaced. But, said 
I, witli regard to my accompanying 
licr brother, since it is against your 
inclination, I aliall, for the future, 
avoid mentioning it. I told hiiOi how- 
ever, how pleased I was wbon Mr. 
Vauxhill returned, with the. joyous 
tidings tiiat he had consented to my 
leaving, i'or a while, the inctro|>oliSt 
and Joining the eon uf hin much-valued 
friend, to 6glit for our king and 
country, and likcwiite to survey the 
beautien of other lands : yet, contiouad 
I, my happiness would be more com- 
plete, were 1 certain that my company 
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^ould add to , yoor old age the enjoy* 
ment of a single momeiQt'a pleasure. 

" « Now, Clarendon,* said he^ * your 
fidelity is fairly proven, and I glory in 
your heroic spiri^r-'tia, what. every in- 
dividual ought to posscis^.V 

<< I cast an an;xi<His. glance on his 
facet ^nd complacently asked if he 
was In Jest? To this^ be $inswercd .in 
the . pegativfif and jassiured me .. that it 
was what he had mopt fervently wished 
fon . . / Now,' . said he^ V my • happiness 
is ^omplet^ : yet,' continued he, ^after 
a moment's pause» 'I have another 
duty to accQmplish-<-that is, . to pro* 
curp a situation ip the service, suitable 
(as he said} to. the name of Clarendon/ 
He ai;cordingly next day. pr^^septed m^ 
with a cpmmissiop he had obtained for 
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me, and also with the legal rig 
his whole fortune, in case that death 
might terminate his career durinj 
absence." 



"Nothing occurred after this, wottlff ' 
ixfhe related, until the morning of our 
departure, when my uncle accompa- 
nied me to Mr. Vauxhill's. But how 
can I describe my situation before I 
left that hospitable mansion— to see 
youth, beauty, elegance, and virtue, in 
tears before me ! O, Macgrigor 1 that 
impressive moment is yet fresh in my 
memory: I almost think I hear the 
charming voice protesting, and im- 
ploring heaven and earth to bear wit- 
ness and testify, how her heart clung 
to me, as the tendrils of the vine and 
ivy to their supporters. ' Her heart,' 
she said, * would wander with me i 
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through seas, through shores.; that, 
wherever I went, it would accompany 
me, even to the most distant clime/ 

*' As soon as we left this scene of 
sorrow, we proceeded to the destined 
place of embarkation, with hearts full 
of tenderness, sympathy, and woe. — 
About the 20th of November, 1654, 
according to the Protector's orders, we 
sailed for the Mediterranean, under 
the command of Admiral Blake. 

^< During our first week at sea, not- 
withstanding all my endeavours to 
avoid such thoughts, yet I was oft 
times troubled with a pensive melan- 
choly. To drive away the gloom 
which ^nnbyed me, I kept an account 
of the ship's course ; which employ- 
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ment I found both agreeable and use- 
ful in dissipating unpleasant feelings. 

" I found no occurrence worthy of 
notice until some time in the beginning 
of December, when we entered the 
roads of Cadiz, at which place our 
commander was treated with so much 
respect, that the Dutch Admiral would 
not hoist his flag during the whole of 
our stay. Vauxhill anil I amused 
ourselves, in our leisure hours, with 
tlie perusal of some valuable volumes 
we had selected from my uncle*s li- 
brary, previous to our depai'ture from 
London. Our collection was cbmposed 
chiefly of voyages and tiiaVels. X>nc 
day, while I ivas poring over ode of 
those volumes in my cabin, I 'heard a 
cry several times repeated^ k sail ! a 



131 

a sail ! This, for some timei created 
great confusion ; but it proved to be 
a tender belonging to our own fleet, 
that bad been separated from us 
during the violence of a storm. The 
captain of the tender informed us 
that he had been stopped by a French 
squadron, but t4iat as soon as their 
admiral understood she was under 
the command of Blake, he sent for 
the captain, and drank our com- 
mander's health, under a discharge of 
five guns. 

" From Cadiz, we sailed to Ma- 
laga ; and a singular circumstance 
occurred here, which I cannot avoid 
mentioning. One day, some of our 
men went ashore, and as the host 
was passing, they refused to pay it 
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the customary homage. Not satis- 
fied with thisi (which was considered 
by the natives as a great rudeness, as 
well as want of reverencei) they be* 
gan to treat it with disrespect and 
ridicule ; and the people, instigated 
by their priest, attacked our men, 
and beat them, without mercy. They 
informed the admiral of the circum- 
stance ; in consequence of which he 
sent and demanded the offending 
priest— -but without effect. He then 
sent a second message, intimating, 
that if he was not sent, he would im- 
mediately reduce the town to ashes. 
This proved effectual. The priest 
came; but pleaded the behaviour of 
the seamen as an excuse. Blake told 
him, that ' had he complained of 
them, they would have been punished. 
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as it was contrary to his tenets to 
allow of any insult being offered to the 
established religion of any country 
whatever ; but that he had acted 
wrong in instigating the Spaniards to 
beat them — and that he would have 
him and the whole world know^ that 
none but an Englishman should chas- 
tise an Englishman/ " 
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CHAP. xir. 



Anxiety to combat was depicted on every countenance^ 
and every bosom tbrobbed high to cover themselves 
with honour^ and rescue their fellow Christians 
from ignominious slavery. 



GlFFOBD. 



*' After we left Malaga, we spent a 
considerable time in traversing the 
Mediterranean, during which time the 
Algerines had stopped the Sallee 
rovers, and obliged them to deliver 
up what English prisoners they had on 
board, and sent them freely to our 
Admiral, in order to purchase his 
favour. Yet, notwithstanding this ci- 
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vility, we proceeded towards the Afri- 
can coast, and on the 10th of March 
we came close to AlgierSi and sent an 
ofScer on shore to the.Dey» demand- 
ing satisfaction for the depredations 
committed on our nation, and the re- 
lease of all the English captives. The 
Dey answered with much plausibility i 
but informed him, that the ships and 
captives were the property of private 
individuals, and that, without offend- 
ing his subjects, he could not restore 
them ; but he said, he was certain 
they could easily be redeemed^ and 
added, that if it was consistent^ with 
our commander's inclinations^ be would 
enter into a treaty, and should be. most 
careful for the future to offer no a<^ 
of hostility to the English. TbiSf for 
the present, satisfied our commander— 
so we proceeded to Tunis, on the 
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errand : there also the Ilk 
quest was made, but our reception 
was quite different ; for the Dey 
would not so much as allow us thai 
liberty of taking in fresh water, I 
a tone of defiance, replied, ' Hen 
■e our castles of Goletto and Port 1 
rino ; do your worst.' Upon this, 
short consultation ensued betwixt thdi 
commander and officers, (during whicl 
Blake curled his whiskers, as he wa^ 
wont to do when highly provoked) | 
after which we bore into the bay of Port 
Ferino, and went within musket shot 
of the castle, which, in the space < 
two hours, was rendered completi 
defenceless. The Admiral then ■ 
dered, that every Captain, even that 
of his own ship, should man his long- 
boat with choice men, and with these 
enter the harbour and fire the city. 
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while he and the rest of the 
ahould amuHe tlicmsclves by playing on 
the castle. 



4 

larl thn ^ 



** During this engagctnent» 
boat which Vauxhill and I had tho 
misfortune to he aboard of, there oc- 
curred a dispute, owing to lome ani- 
mosity that subsisted betwixt two pri- 
vates, one of whom was determined to 
be revenged on his antagonist, at the 
peril of his life ; he therefore opened 
an aperture he had previously made in 
the vessel, the consequence of which 
was, that, in a few moments, we wore 
nil Huhjecicd to the fury of a merciless 
ocean. For some time, I thought of 
nothing but immediate death, but, as 
I w&s an expert swimmer, I determined 
to make every exertion ; and, after aU 
most exhausting every faculty of roipd 
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and body, I at last reached that un- 
happy shore. 

<* Scarcely had I attained the top of 
a small rising ground, which was bnly 
a few paces distant from the roaring 
cicean, when a Tunisian claimed me as 
his rightful property* He treated me 
with the greatest sympathy, until I re- 
covered from the injuries the merciless 
ocean had inflicted : but then I was 
compelled t6 subsist on the most un- 
palatable fbte, and likewise to perform 
the most menid offices, during the 
period of above two years, at the ex- 
piratioik of which I was liberated by 
your worthy brother.*' 

^ My brother!'* interrupted Mac- 
grigor ; <* impossible ! how or in what 
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manner could he procure your re« 
lease ?'* 

** Money he had not,'' replied Cla- 
rendon, <* else that instantly would 
have been at my command; but, in 
order to gratify your curiosity, I shall 
relate the circumstance that procured 
the release of us both from such a ty« 
rannical and despotic government* 

^* At one of their festivals, it was 
proposed, that there should be an ex- 
hibition of young men shewing their 
prowess and activity by performing 
different exploits. Some betook them- 
selves to one art or amusement, some 
to another ; in short, any thing was 
acceptable that could tend to the gra- 
tification of this harsh, tyrannical, and 
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ingratefut race. In the course of the 
lay, it was proclaimed by the Dey, 
' any individual who would fire 
and thereby remove, a piece of 
etal, three inches in diameter, that 
i to be placed upon the bead of one 
his favourite elephants, at a con- 
'«iderable distance, and without injur- 
ing the animal, would receive any 
favour which they could ask, and, if a 
slave, should henceforth be at liberty. 
But, on the other hand, if the animsd 
was in the least Injured, the advi 
turer was to be consigned to the crui 
est tortures that could be invented. 



" In au instant, I saw your brother 
present himself as a candidate ; every 
thing was quickly prepared. 
Macgrigor, while this was perfoi 
the dottbta and feara I inwardh 



rty. 

i 



142 

were beyond description. Wheti''l 
beheld him standing at the destined 
situation, the brother to one who liad 
been my most (aitliful and intimate 
acquaintance in my juvenile days, and 
himself the only individual whom I 
had found worthy of my confidence 
since the commencement of my cap- 
tivity — When I thought on the awful 
faie that awaited him, should he fai) 
in the attempt, the blood in my veins 
recoiled, and the flesh on my bones 
became inanimate : but the period ar- 
rived, and all my apprehensions were 
removed — for, joyful to relate ! he dt<* 
placed the metal, without the smallest 
injury being inflicted on the animal. 
The Dey immediately pronounced him 
free, and enquired if there was any 
other favour he could wish for. He 
then iell prostrate at the Dey's feet, 
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and informed him that there was an 
individual present whom he regarded 
as a brother, and that he implored of 
him his liberty ; at the same time 
pointing to me, he told him that I 
was the person whose liberty he so 
earnestly solicited. 

*« The Dey answered, that my 
liberty was not in his power freely to 
grant, as I was subject to another; but 
he went and earnestly intreated of him 
ifa whose service I laboured, to liberate 
me, at his dteife* 

♦* The tyrant then came forward, 
and, amidst the whole assemblage, he 
said, ihat, at the Bey's request, my 
liberty shoiild be granted — biit upon 
Condition of my personating the ele- 
phant, attd ydiir brother performing 
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the same dextrous exploit that he pre- 
viously had done. I went immediately 
up to the Dey, and most graciously 
thanked him for the active part he had 
taken in assisting to procure my li- 
berty : I also addressed myself to him 
who had proposed the cruel manner on 
which my freedom was to be granted, 
and said, that I understood he bad 
this day conferred on me my liberty ; the 
manner, 1 said, was known to all who 
were present. If it is the will of Al- 
mighty God, continued I, that my 
freedom is to be purchased at the 
peril of my life, I acquiesce : my de- 
termination is soon lixed } for rather 
would I die than live a slave to such a 
tyrant. If I die, my blood be OQ your 
head ; for he who is appointed as the 
instrument of your cruelty would a 
tbqq^tiDd .times riLtb,er los^ hJA pvj 
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than in the smallest degree injure 
mine* I then went and fervently em- 
braced your brother ; but he asked me 
if I imagined he was the person who 
would attempt such an enterprize? 
* N09 never, never !* exclaimed he ; 
'but if it is his pleasure who has 
granted me my liberty, he may revoke 
bis favour upon my failing to perform 
what I am appointed to accomplish; 
to this,' he said, ' he would cheerfully 
accede: but to attempt any enter- 
prize whereby my life might be put in 
peril— to this he neither could nor 
would assent/ 

'^ I intreated him,'' said Clarendon^ 
<< on my knees, to recal his vow ; for 
the alternative being once proposed, I 
wished it to be performed, whatever 
m%ht be the result In acceding to 
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my wish. I said, he would grant me, 
favour, which, were I to live ages, I 
never could repay i for in complying 
with the condition he would free me 
from a state of bondage and slavery ; 
the result might be, that I should be 
returned to my friends and native 
country, or that I, should c^uit this life 
fiar one of a longer and happier dura- 
tion : therefore, said I, 'tis iny earnest 
request that you instantly perlorm 
what is required. I then quitted him, 
and went to the spot where the ele* 
phant had stood. Scarcely bad the 
metal been placed, until he removed it» 
without any injury, amidst the re- 
peated acclamations of all the people." 




*• The Dey then approached your 
brother and me, (who were both, insc- 
iations, returning our thai 
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to Almighty God» for bis kind and 
paternal care, at %o momentous a 
period), and 8aid» he oft times had 
witnessed and been present on festival 
daySf for the same intent, but that 
never, until that hour, had he been a 
spectator of so much courage as had 
been displayed on the present occasion* 
Dearly, he said, were our liberties 
purchased. He then presented each 
of us with handsome and valuable 
presents, and infot'med us that he was 
truly sensible, after what we had that 
day eocounteredf that the less our 
stay was prolonged the higher would 
be the gratification afforded to us. He 
inquired if he was right in his conjec- 
tures ? We answered, that the dangers 
which he himself had observed us en- 
counter that day for the attainment of 



our liberty was sufficient evidence of 
the accuracy of his conjectures. 

<< < Well/ said hei < as a reward of 
your meritorious actions, I shall, to- 
morrow, ere the dawn of day, order a 
Tunisian vessel to conduct you saMy 
to your native country* Then you can 
inform him who is at present the Pro- 
tector of your realms, that the JDey of 
Tunis is as ready to bestow the rewwds 
which courage and valour merit, as 
any King or Ruler that ere ei^oyed 
the honours which belong to the Eng- 
lish throne.' '^ 
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CHAP. XIII. 



Ah I in what perilg ib yain life engaged ! 
What slight neglects^ what triyial fiiults destroy 
The hardiest fVatne ! Of indolence^ of toil^ 
We die ; of want> of superfluity* ' 
The allnrarrounding heaven^ the vital air, 
la hig with death. 

Heryev. 



" AccoRDiKOLT, next morning,'* re- 
sumed Clarendon, << we took a lasting 
fitrewell of that tyrannical nation, and, 
after a tedious voyage, we, on the 7th 
of December, 1657> reached the British 
shoret after an absence of three years 
and one month. I embraced the 
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readiest conveyance for London, elt- 
vated with the pleasing hopes of that 
day receiving from my benevolent 
uncle the happiness of nn^ affectionate 
embrace, and also of again witnessing 
the beauties of my adorable Eliza, and 
the hoary head of her venerable fatherj 
for her tender-hearted brother foundin 
the ocean a grave the sam«' dxy- 1 
made a captive at Tunis. 






" When I reached the lodgings i 
uncle occupied previous to my depar- 
ture, I found them inhabited by people 
with whom I was utterly unacquainted. 
I, without delay, inquired. what waftbe* 
come of tile gentleman who fbntnesly 
occupied Uiat residence i To-my ineX" 
pressible ^ief, they informedv me^ tlut 
he liaU, a- few months previous to tbat 
date, paid liis lust debt to^ nature., j 




feelings at thai; time you will easier 
ifugme than I describe, for such 
tidii^ were torae tidings of hetrtteit 
s&rrow and attktion. Now 1 was left 
vitiiDut any individual to welcome niev< 
or to rejoice at my return, excepting 
the family of VaiixIwH : thitherwards 
instantly vrent — but lo! when I witnes- 
sed tile change which appeared in the 
venerable face' of the hewA of tl>at 
family, I scarce knew what to say or 
Hdiink : for a few moments I surveyed 
^■is features with tiMite attention, until 
^B» exclairaed^ ' Good heavens 
^BBddm»! or is il his. ^epacted spiEtt ?' 

" Spirit ! no, it is no spirit, said 
bttt the saime individual whom you 
mention^ But, O my iriend ! my 
friend ! continued I, what mighty 
isformation appears in yo 
H 2 
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tenancc ! What ta the occasion of this 
transition ? But v/Uy do 1 ask ? What 
else could I liave expected as the re- 
sult of losing such a son and Buch a 
friend, as were to be found in your son 
and my uncle. But why do I loiter i 
Mr. Vaiixhill, conduct me to the pre- 
sence of your virtuous daughter, that 1 
may again witness the delicacy of her 
lovely form, and endeavour to comfort 
her for the loss of sucli a brother. 

" * Clarendon,' said he, • how every 
sentence which proceeds from your 
lips recalls to my remembrance former 
pleasures : yea, and the recollection 
renders me, at this moment, of every 
human being the most miserable. — 
Conduct you to my daughter, did you 
say i Yes, Clarendon, 1 will conduct 
you— to— to ber — grave.* 
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^* Her grave ! interrupted I. 

** * Yes, her grave/ said he ; * for a 
few days only passed after the tidings 
reached us that her brother and you 
were buried in the billows of the 
ocean, until she followed him, (and, as 
I thought, you), to the regions of 
bliss/ 

** Almighty God ! exclaimed I, why 
do I survive her ? Why did I not ac- 
company her brother to the bottom of 
the ocean ? Why was my life spared 
when I stood a spectacle to the Tu- 
nisians ? Was it only to multiply the 
troubles an hundred fold that I there 
had endured. O may Almighty God 
hasten the time when he shall receive 
me ! that I may again live with those 
to whom I was so tenderly attached. 

H S 
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" Here wc were interrupted by the 
arrival of your brother, whom I haii 
left xt Dover, with directions to meet 
IDC at that part of ihu city where I 
thought 10 have found my uncle •, btlt, 
lest we should misa eiich other lliere, I 
acquainted Jiim witli the place of Mr. 
VaiixhiU'H reAidencc, as I imagined 
that our stay at my uncle*!i would, at 
all events, he but of short duration. 
I introduced htm to my worthy friend, 
as a person who had freed me front a 
state of abject slavery at Tunis. Mr. 
Vauxhill Huid, that lie regarded him 
as a friend in having done any thing 
that tended to my welfare, especially 
in procuring my liberty from such a 
barbarous race. He then intneated tiie 
favour of our company dnring the 
evening, and hoped that we wouid 
enjoy ourselves with such accommo- 
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datMH OS iits bouse afforded, during 
inir May in tbe metrojfoVn. 

" Next day, we went and informed 
tbeadherentgof Cromwell of tlie man- 
ner ii uriiich we had been treated by 
tbe Tcmifian Dey ; and as soon as the 
curcufnetance was related to the Pro- 
teotoc, he ordered that the Tanisian 
sailom ihould be treated with such 
nspect ond gratitude as the idbject of 
dienr visit merited, and th«it a magni- 
ficent iword should besent to the Dey, 
bearing the inscription of * A Present 
frm tbe Protector of England to the 
DeyqfDums.^ 

** About eight days after my return 
ito lUNidoR, I went one moraing into 
the BpsiTMient ^ our host, (as had 
been my usual cuiAom since my arri- 
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val)i when, to my utter astonisbmenU 
1 found him in his bed a lifeless 
corpse. 

** Scarce can I support the relation 
of these successive trials, which I al- 
most every day had to encounter. 
This was an end to the whole race 
whose happiness and welfare I so ear^ 
neatly desired* London I could no 
longer endure ( for, every day, scenes 
were presented that recalled to my re- 
membrance the images of those that, 
were to me dearer than life. After 
performing my last duty to this inesti- 
mable person, I proceeded to the set- 
tlement of his domestic affairs, and, in 
presence of those necessary for the 
purpose, we found that the whole of 
Mr. Vauxhill's fortune (according to 
his own settlement, ji few days pre- 




vioua to. his demise)* devolved upon 
tne. This augmentation to my riches 
was to me quite superflaous, as my 
uncle's fortune was more than ade- 
quate to all my demands. I, there- 
fore, bestowed the whole on asylums 
and institutions for the public good : 
after advancing your brother a suffi- 
cient sum to establish him in a com- 
mercial situation, (as I was certain 
that his inclinations tended to such), I 
left London, with a design to live the 
remainder of my days in the north of 
Scotland ; and, when pursuing my 
journey to the destined place, I had 
the happiness to meet with you, for 
whom often times during our separa- 
tion I had implored of heaven the con-. 
tiDuance of welfare and prosperity. 



' At laat, Macgrigor," 
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doo, " hare I brwight my history ton 
termination : perhaps in many 
stances [ have been tedious, but I 
tnifit that you will pardon my failings 
on that point, and, according to yoor 
promise, yon wiH now relate the psrti< 
culars of your own rambles, but more 
especially that circumitance which Isd 
you to adopt this as a place of redre< 
ment." 

" With my history," said Macgrigor, 
" there are but few occurrences <rf in- 
portance connected, and the whole 
may be comprised iu a narrow compau; 
yet, as the day is far spent, we shall 
defer it until another occasion.'' 
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CHAP. XIV. 



Wine steals the purse— 4>ut robs a nobler {Murt, 
The reputation^ conscience^ and the heart. 

Geddcs. 



T9Lt morning was beautiful, bi^yond 
iBeseription ^ The firmattiBut wd 
hea^ns were graced with a serenity 
that our Reclust Lovers h$rd iseldom 
if ever witnessed. They were both 
Muted under th^ staftely pine which 
had invited Macgrlgor to its protec- 
tion the night before he came to the 
knowftdge of the isecret recess that he 
had selected tts hin ftitttre abode, and 
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M^hich he now regarded as superior to 
the most magnificent palace in the 
world. They had that morning chosen 
this station, owing to its superiority for 
their attaining the enjoyment of the 
delicious odours of the odoriferous 
woodriflfe and the fragrant thyme, 
which issued irom the contiguous dales 
and valleys. 

This was the morning, and under 
the pine the situation, th^t Macgrigor 
had selected for communicating to Cla- 
rendon the particulars of his life and 
adventures, which he thus began :~- 

** Few weeks only passed, after our 
separation, until I obtained a situation 
in the service of my country, which I 
enjoyed with the greatest happiness, 
until an accident occurred that I shall 



^rfirily explain in the sequel of my story. 
-I had only been a few months in the 
service until peace was restored; I then 
returned to oiir delightful residence on 
. , the banks of Tay. My brother visited 
bus during my stay there; and one 
■ .evening a trifling circumstance occur- 
red in his presence b^wixt me and a 
neighbouring gentleman, who wished to 
be invested with absolute power and 
unlimited authority. lu order to pro- 
fi cure a reconciliation, nay brother ioter- 
b posed, without having any partiahty to 
y either, as his aim was wholly directed 
to the re-establishment of peace and 
concord : but, with a disdainful look 
and a sarcastic smile, accompanied by 
opprobrious language, I informed him, 
that, on this occasion, his assistance 
was in no respect necessary. Not- 
, withstanding this harsh treatnieat»J 
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federal timet repeaced hts desire to K> 
tnetate us in eacb other's favour, until 
I absolutely infbiTOed him that I would 
adhere to none of his pr(^oBa1g, M I 
had determined to follow the dktsWs 
of my own mind. This proved efifec- 
tual, and he left me to pursue whatever 
-course might be most consistent with 
my own inclinations. No sooner had 
he departed, than my obstinate heart 
relented, and shame appeared to up- 
braid me for the scandalous and dis- 
graceftd usage I had dared to offbr my 
brother. This conduct was the eli^t 
of frequenting houses of paWic enter- 
tainment, which I may say are but too 
w^l calculated to divest men of n 
judgment, and understanding. 

DrnnkenneBB, tliou bane of evefy wcred ti 
How mui; ficliiiit m ttdne allir di« ; 
Thy wide embrace remvtt a numarous tlicei^ 
Fired by the pssaions, ami the luslful song.'- 




** Until his next visit, I was all 
anxiety to learn what method he de- 
signed to pursue with regard to our 
future intimacy, bo, oneevemng, while 
I sat in my closet, pondering upon my 
own vUeness and his goodness, he en- 
tered, and, after the usual compli- 
ments had passed, he upbraided me 
with the worda 1 had used, and, in a 
■contemptuous manner, (which I cer- 
tainly merited), be left me to ruminate 
at my leisure. After a minute investi- 
gation into both our conducts, I con- 
cluded myself to be a vile a4id un- 
worthy being, and him a man that 
could never be enough exalted. A 
few days afterwards, I dictated a small 
note, and forwarded to him ; as far as 
I can refsember, it was nearly to tbia^ 
effect : — 



I 



I 



• Francis, 

* After having duly coQSU 
import of your last visit, as far as my 
weak and feeble intellects can compre- 
hend it, I imagine that what you said 
to me a few evenings since was wholly 
unpremeditated : so all I have to say 
or offer on the circumstance is this— 
that I am truly sorry, yes, from the 
deepest recess in my bosom, that you 
ever had cause (especially from one 
whom you had so oflen befriended) to 
advert to such a form of procedure* 
To a future intimacy I dare not aspire; 
yet allow me to say that I can never 
regard you as an enemy : no, I am 
certain you never could practise aught 
that might tend to the injury o£rf 
character or situation. 
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* Notwithstanding all that has pas- 
sed, I have yet one favour to ask — 
Ddtnely, the pleasure of a single visit, 
perhaps the last. I shall wait to-night 
in my. chamber, in hopes that you will 
deign to grant me this last mark which 
I can ever presume to ask, of your for- 
giveness and reconciliation/ 



*^ Accordingly be came, and he 
himself was the first who pleaded an 
excuse, although be had done nothing 
that required forgiveness ; however, 
according to mutual consent, it was 
determined that such unworthy actions 
should for ever remain in oblivion.— 
Yet the thought is still impressed on 
my mind, that this was the occasion of 
his so rapidly framing and putting into 
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execation the design of going to the 
Briiitih settlements in the easbem 
world ; and you are aware that, on liis 
voyage thitherwards, he was made a 
captive to an hostile and savage 
race, which you from experience can 



" A short time after his departure, 
I was introducedi by accident, to a 
venerable nobleman in the northern 
parts of this kingdom, and, at his re- 
>qiiest, 1 accompanied him to his bos- 
pitable mansion. On our arrival, he 
introduced me to his lady, and far 
beauty and elegance I never had wit- 
nessed any individual that could equal 
her, excepting her daughter. Of the 
whole family, I safely might assert that 
few could be found their equals, and 
none that would excel them. 



umotrggt than I oMividerefl an invaiu. 
Me tneasui«» and ^is throu^ the ii> 
tei«ty«of mf love ifor her that I am 
kere aeohided from the ivorld ; ibr nhe 
raised in my tosom a flame, ivlnch* 
once kindled, I could not extinguish : 
belike also became unquenchable in 
her'a—^iut this was a secret to the 
ivhole world,iintiloiurooui»try required 
the assistance of aH her lieroee^ and» 
dsring Che time ivliich wasemployed in 
disduffghng our doty to Old Scotland, 
this came to her father's knowledge, in 
« flNmner which I ^aU mstantly re- 
late/' '^iie then inibrmed Oaremkm 
liow their secret was made known to 
Iftie Eofi, Mud llie unhappy result that 
attended the disclosure, which requires 
no ezplananion here, hisviag been pre- 
viously related. 
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•* Were I in your situation,*' said 
Clarendon, " no time should be tost 
until I should leave my cell, and go to 
the castle ; there to learn what the 
lapse of time had effected." 

" To-morrow, then," said Macgri- 
gor, " you shall accompany me to her 
father's gate i for there will I go, be 
the consequence whatever it may. — 
Her father is kind and generous, and 
what may not heaven do in my favour !" 

" Most readily," answered Claren. 
don, " will I accompany you ; but," 
added he, with a smile, " should her 
father consent to your union, have you 
an adequate fortune to sustain an ap- 
pearance suitable to her rank and dig- 
nity ?" 



' Until this moment," said Mat 
grigor, " such thoughts were no obf 
stacle ; yet even that shall not debaj 
me from attempting my adventuroil 
plan." 

" No, it shall not debar yon,'' echoi 
Clarendon, *■ nor even be an obstacle 
in your way ; for my fortune is im- 
mense, and with you I'll share it, and; 
have also ultimately 6xed that on mm 
death you shall enjoy the whole, with) 
out controuU" 



Macgrigor was about to answer, but 
was interrupted by his firiend saying, 
that he would have no thanks or com- 
pliments : for he had long been depen- 
dent on his bounty, and therefore he 
certainly would not injure his feelings 
so much as to refuse his present otTeri 
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wiMeb ufai only in part performtag- a 
doty hU goodness had, loag ere that 
timei reodeied iocumbeitt. 

So, without any ceremony, accordnig 
to Clarendon's request, Macgrigor re- 
canrcd from hint the half oi bis> fontune. 
Next morning (notwithstanding Cla- 
reDdoa'3. being very much indispoeed 
throughout the night) they took, for 
the present, a fareweHi of their lonely 
cawrn, and' commenced iheir jouvoey 
towards the castle. When witMn a 
few miles of its termination, Claren* 
dbo^s indtsposition returned, and Btill 
coottnued to< iocrcasev hut he ceaceid'* 
ei it from Atargrigor, until it becatna 
intufportabte ;. they then seatad ■bem* 
Bttves- <n an arbour, and continued 
tbcve until nif^ht was approacbing, 
whan Macgrjgof left hia wonbyji 
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psDion, oa puqioee ta procure a' sw 
able petreat for him during the dark- 
neas of oight ; he at last came to a 
peasant's boveL, and iotreateit tl)«m to 
receive into their cottage a stranger 
vritOi waft at some distance, and in such 
a^ pite»us> coodition that he almost 
despBiFed of his lif«. But his demands 
nere absolutely refused, and he wag 
ctesired to be gone, and join the rest of 
his piratical crew. His vexation M^ 
such, treattmeot became unlimited, as 
he had not t)he smallest particle of food 
to ofier his dieted companien. He, 
bowever, returnedi to the arbeur where- 
fas- had left Clarendon, in order t» per- 
fevm the office of adainisteriDg eoni- 
fert, siDce nothing mope was in his 
pvwer. Blit, alas! at hi» retttm he 
found only an empty bowef. What 
had beooau of CtbmndoD h» knew 
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, but suspected that iie had gone! 
pursuit of him, as he had delayed a 
considerable time in hopes of finding a 
more hospitable reception than he had 
done at the peasant's hut. He conti- 
nued wandering in search of Clarendon 
during the whole night, but without 
success ; and in the morning he seated 
himself in an avenue, when the first 
object that attracted his attention was 
Leslie Castle, distant scarcely half an 
hour's walk, but on the opposite verge 
of the river. He then arose, and be- 
gan to lament his unfortunate fate in 
loud and pathetic expressions, when a 
youthful pair, pursuing their morning 
walk, were attracted with the lamen- 
table manner in which he deplored his 
miserable fate. For some time, they 
stood in suspense, and nothing but si- 
lence eniued. At leugth, Oriana g^di 
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unto Clepientina» (for such was their 
oames), ** Let us go and try to find out 
the unhappy author of these lamenta- 
\}le expressions ; perhaps we may be- 
come the instruments of affording him 
some consolation, either by word or 
action.** So they proceeded towards 
the place where Macgrigor was con- 
cealed. Upon perceiving them, he 
seemed anxious to steal away unob- 
served, as he thought ; but Clemen- 
tina advanced, and informed him of 
their having overheard him speaking in 
a very mournful accent, and com- 
plaining in such lamentable terms, that 
if they had not attended to them, it 
would have been an evidence of their 
want of the smallest spark of philan- 
thropy ; they came, therefore, on pur- 
pose to afford some consolation. 
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Upon hearing these consoling words, 
he seemed utterly amazed, and^ afteir 
viewing them with attentiotii he pro- 
foundly bowed ; then raising both 
eyes and hands to heaven, he exclaim- 
ed| ** O most merciful God ! is there 
then one human being left on earth 
tha^ will have compassion on me?'* 
Then turning to Oriana and Clemen- 
tina, he said, *^ Dearest angels, (for 
such you most be), will you then have 
pity on a Wretch, whom the wholie 
world has abandoned V* 

** Wie belong to yonder mailsion," 
replied Clementina, '< where the hearts 
of every individual are always open to 
the needy and helpless ; and, as we 
understand .you to be in want of 
friends, and means for your consola- 
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tion, let us repair thitherwards, that 
something may be administered to 
afford you comfort in this hour of 
distress." 

After thanking them for their atten- 
tion and benevolent proffer, he readily 
consented to accompany them. The 
first person apprised of their arrival 
was ArndiHy, who seemed greatly 
hrnzzed at seeing them come home at 
such an unusual hour, and accompa- 
nied by a stranger, until they informed 
him that the serenity of the morning 
had invited them out rather earlier 
than usual, and in the course of their 
Walk they had overheard the stranger 
complaining in such lamentable ex- 
pressions that convinced them that he 
was destitute of friends either to com- 
fort or support him ; and that they had 

I 2 
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invited him to accompany tlicm homei 
that something might be done for his 
relief. 

He commended them for their at- 
tention, and hoped they would never 
allow any person to pass unaided whom 
they might understand to require their 
assistance. He advised them to pay 
particular attention to Macgrigor, and 
not allow him to depart till he had 
wholly recovered from the calamities 
he had endured. 

As soon as they had conducted him 
into an apartment, they pressed him to 
drink of some cordial, to which he 
consented, though reluctantly. They 
then ordered some refrcbhment to be 
brought, and, in a few minutes, the 
table was sumptuously covered, by 
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Oriana and Clementina, with such de- 
licious dishes as they thought would 
prove most beneficial to his weak pa- 
late. He ate but sparingly, in spite of 
all their persuasions; and as he was 
sitting near a window that commanded 
a view of the place where Oriana and 
Clementina foiind him, they observed 
him frequently to cast anxious looks 
towards that place, as if in expectation 
of seeing some person, as they thought; 
but they were afraid he would think it 
presumptive in them to inquire what 
was attracting his attention. But 
chance having led Clementina to ano- 
ther window that commanded a view 
of the same situation, she espied her 
father hastening towards the mansion, 
supporting a person seemingly of a 
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v«ry sickly aspect : she iniHiediately 
called Ofiana, and they went outt ia 
order to affiird them awirtanee. 
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CHAP. XV. 



Tf e saw thee shin^ in you th and beauty's pride. 
And Tirtue's light, that beams beyond the sphi 

But, like the sun, echps'd at morning tide, 
TliQu lefc'st UE darkling in a world of teara. 



Macgrigor being now left alone in 
the room, his whole attention was di- 
rected tottie person they were support- 
ing, and as soon as they were near 
enough that he could recognize the 
stranger's features, he flew like light- 
ning out to the shrubbery, and, clasp- 
ing him in his arms, he almost suffo- 
cated him with fond caresses, and 
exclaimed " Clarendon ! Clarendon ! 
I 4 
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Itfaought we had parted, never in tfii 
world to meet again." •' Now again 
do I beliold you !" replied Clarendon, 
" and 1 hope in good lieallli ; there- 
fore I am happy. Now let my soul 
depart in peace, for the appointed time 
approacheth, and happy I am to see 
you safe among such hospitable Chris- 
tiana, as 1 have found at least tliia 
person to he, by his assiduous attention 
in helping mu to reach this place, 
where lie informed me there was a 
stranger lately arrived, which I con- 
ceived in my own mind to be you. 
The strength of some supernatural 
power, and the hopes of seeing you 
again before I departed this life, have 
enabled me to accomplish, with his 
help, what I could not otherwise have 
done." lie then, with assistance, 
walked slowly into tlie house 



181 

they entered, the physician was imme- 
diately called, and, after a few mo- 
ments examination, he informed them, 
that the gentleman's end was fast ap- 
proaching ; but silence and repose were 
most requisite for him in his present 
condition. Clarendon was then left in 
quietness for the space of an hour, 
when Macgrigor entered, and inquired 
if he was in any degree recovered ? 

" I feel a little easier at the present,** 
siaid Clarendon ; ** my time is not yet 
come— however, I perceive *tis not far 
distant, for this day I shall be with my 
Saviour in paradise/* *• O Clarendon ! 
Clarendon !'* exclaimed Macgrigor, 
** my kind and ever faithful Clarendon, 
is our final separation then so near ?*' 
" Don't say final," interrupted Claren- 
don, ^^ we shall again meet, I hope, in 
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heaven, never more to part ; tlrea shaH 
OUT ?oiTPws jiiA sufferings have an endj 
there !ih»ll ue live fur ever, and be 
l>ap|>y with the Lord, liiit I feel my 
oivd. fa«t aiiproachiog ; the Savioiii" o( 
fjJien man hastcnetli thither to conduct 
me toliis lieirvcniv mansion. So — fare- 
well." He then had a short strupj^le, 
undexpiivdr Upon sccin;; Clarendon 
a lifeleft!) roq^e, Macgrigor gave a loud 
shriek, and instantly fell into a swoon ; 
when one of the domestics entered, 
and, to her great astonir;hincnt, they 
both lay -as lifeless. Slie went imme- 
diately, and gave the idaim, and in a 
few moments Armlilly, Oriana, Cie- 
mentinat and the physician, were as- 
sembled in the room. Upon examina- 
tion, the physician informed thera that 
Macgrigor was not dead, although the 
loonies of grief for the death oi Cla- 
rendon had become too strong for the 
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iBiffiai spirits to support. With tibeir 
assistancet Macgrigor soon recovered | 
but by his eountetiance k was evident 
that be labouned undtt a heavy load of 
grief for the death of Clarendon^ 
Meantiiiie> wders were given for thd 
necessary preparations previous to ixH 
terring the remains of Clarendon^ 
which was done on the third day irftor 
his demised 



Conclu£!toiu 

Having wandered through seasy 
through distant lands, through battle^ 
through caverns, through the boweiB 
o£ love, and the shades of death — ^1^ 
us now return to the pleasing banks of 
the Spey, and again pay a visit to the 
inhabitants of Leslie Castle* 
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One evening, the Earl had ordered 
the domestics to have every thing in 
preparation by an early hour in the 
morning, as he intended to devote a 
few hours previous to breakfast to the 
boisterous, but healthy, sports of the 
fiekl — a pleasure to which he was 
greatly attached. The morning being 
favourable to their wishes, the Earl, 
Frederick, and two other young noble- 
men, (who had for some time resided 
at the castle), mounted their 
and sallied forth to the sport. 
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While pursuing their career on the 
plains contiguous to the pleasing banks 
of the river, the courser on which Fie* 
derick was seated startled : what had 
been the occasion they knew not, but 
it was evident that his rider's life was 
in the most imminent danger; a 
exerting a skill and shewing a 
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superior to his years, he was precipi* 
tated headlong into the rapid stream. 
The Earl was, at the time, pursuing 
the game in a distant part of the field, 
and the two young noblemen who were 
present were so overpowered by terror 
as to be incapable of attempting the 
rescue of their companion. This, 
however, was reserved for one who 
would reckon his life nobly spent in an 
attempt to preserve that of him whose 
youthful valour and gallantry he had 
so often admired. This was our Re- 
cluse Lover, who, taking advantage of 
an early hour to leave the hospitable 
abode where he remained a guest, was 
retracing his steps to the retired ave- 
nue where Oriana and Clementina hadt 
on a preceding morning, overheard 
him in pathetic strains lamenting his 
deplorable fate. He had but a short 
time enjoyed himself in this secret ar« 
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bour, until tlic Earl and his compa^ 
nions attracted liis attention on tlie 
oppusitu Niile of tlic river, and lie ob< 
served the unfortunate circumstance 
occur which we liavu just related. No 
time was lost in meditating what should 
be done ; he instantly plunged into the 
river, and, after innunfitirable tlilFicuU 
ties, he eBectcd the object oi' Iiis hu- 
mane attempt. Ere he reached the 
verge of the river with his valuable 
prize, the Eaxl was ready to assist himj 
but so great was the Earl's anxiety for 
the welfare of his i>on and heir, that 
he could pay but slight attention to hi& 
assistant, and it was l<'rcderick himself 
who first recognized that Captain Mac* 
grigor had been his deliverer. 

" Macgiigor !" exclaimed the Earl, 
" art thou the preserver of my son I 
My God ! my God I What shall I 
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render ? What c(HjAd I dot endUre for 
this inestiniAble person ?" Then, turo- 
ing to MacgrigOfi he said^ ** C^n yout 
generous heart forgive me? Can you 
bestow the honour of a single embracd 
on one who has persecuted you witb« 
out naefcy^ and without bounds ?" 

Macgrtgor instiailtly clasped him to 
his bbsomi and replied^ *' You ask 
forgiveness; but 'tis I who ought to 
sue for such a favour.'/ 

' « Tbto,' said the Eail, " I am 
happy: late and early have I sought 
you ; now» I have found you, and in 
you also have I found the preserver of 
my son^ and, I may venture to addi 
the admirer of my daughter. Heaven, 
by sending you at such a moment, has 
beaitowed on me a two*>fold faapptnestt 
But tehy do wd ritmrntk h&m ? Let tti 
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itistaTitly repair to the castle, for soeh 
happy tidings are too long concealed 
from Ciarindai who, I doubt not, is at 
thin mnineiit bewailing her utitortunate 
fate in losing such a lover." He then 
pressed Macgrigor to mount his own 
courser, and they immediately directed 
their route towards the castle ; whilst 
Frederick separated himself from the 
groupe, and, with the greatest velocity, 
hastened forward, that he might be the 
bearer of such happy tidings, and in 
some measure prepare Clariiida for the 
happy interview she was about 
enjoy. 



Jt^o 

m 



When they reached the castle, €3». 
rinda was the first object that attracted 
the attention of Macgrigor : he in- 
stantly dismounted, and, with all the 
fervency of a true lover, he clasped in 
his arms the beloved object of all his 
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wishes. It was only by their looks^ 
Sfghst and tears, that they could ex* 
press to each other the happiness they 
felt, and the pleasure they enjoyed* .. 

As soon as the emotions of this 
happy interview were in part sub* 
sided, Macgrigor paid his con)pliment8 
to the Countess and Isabella. Their 
joy at his return was excessive, biit 
especially when the Earl informed 
them of his having that morning res« 
cued the life of Frederick, when in the 
most perilous situation : in fact, his 
return was the cause of universal joy^ 
for, during his stay at the castle, few 
could say but they had been sharers of 
his bounty, or assisted by his benevo* 
lent hand. 

After partaking of some refreshmenty 
Macgrigor, inforiped them, that his 




itsy for tlie prenent coiilil be but t^ 
short (Itiratiun, at he niuHt I'Cturii and 
inform ihc iiitiitbitiintfi of Arndilty 
HouHP, tliat he had found nnoMici' (hut 
their (^ciittrosity prtvciiteil liim from 
raying-, a more hospilabUr) anyltim.— 
Ho, thrrefnre, wont, nocompaniert by 
tbe Earl, and infonned them af the 
circumfitance that detained him from 
loonar retiirninf;. Wlit-n ho intimated 
bia intention uf rewarding them for 
what they h&d done, they flnid, that 
" (iod'fl reward and heaven's blessing 
were the only recompenses they wii 
for." 
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While on their return to the cfa0t! 
the Rarl informed M«egrigor, that lie 
regurduJ himnelf thin day as tKe moft 
happy man on earth. " Since that 
•voning," Haid he, " which, wilh flhanie 
I mention, my oomciencc has never 
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enjoyed a moment's peace ; but now I 
rest confident that your mild and foN 
giving tennper will, for the futurei re- 
gard the circumstance but as a sum- 
mer's cloudi which has passed away: 
no doubt, it has occasioned you many 
sleepless nights, but all is past, and let 
all be forgotten.*' 

That same evening, in presence of 
the Countess, Qarinda, and Macgrigor, 
the 'Earl said, that, through his ingra- 
titude, £in intended union had long been 
prevented; but now ^11 requisite were 
present, and he with pleasure left the 
period to their own determination, as 
thie greatest happiness he now could 
enjoy would be to witness the day that 
should unite tbem for ever. 

The following day was proposed; 
and accordingly the Earl led his ange- 
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lick daughter to the altar, and, in 
presence of the Countess, Frederick, 
and Isabella, together with a vast mul- 
titude of domestics and vassals, who 
had assembled on the occasion, Mac- 
grigor/ received from her father the 
hand of Clarinda, who, in presence of 
this assembly, assumed the sacred cha- 
racter of wife. The remainder of the 
day was spent in triumph and rejoic- 
ings ; and the whole of the vassals in 
the Earl's domains were invited next 
day to return and partake of a sump- 
tuous banquet, prepared in commemo- 
ration of this day, which the Earl re- 
garded as the happiest in his life, ex- 
cepting that on which he received the 
hand of M|atilda. 

FINIS. I ' 
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